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Growing Opposition to 
ARMS RACE :: AIR EFFECT OF OUR EXPOSURE OF better PEACE NEWS are on 


BOMBING 
World Awaits a Lead 


GREELERS are being put out to dis- 
% cover the prospects of obtaining 
world agreement on 
Limitation and reduction of arma- 
ments, and 

_Abolition of bombing from the 
air, 

but it is clear that little can be achieved 
while the nations wait for each other 
to take the first step. 

Mr. Cordell Hull, U.S. Secretary of 
State, said last week :— 

While we are compelled in a world in 
which the increased construction of arma- 
ments is a regrettable fact to render 
adequate our military and naval establish- 
ment, we are ready at any time to join with 
other nations in a common effort to bring 
about a general limitation and reduction of 
armaments. 

Mr. Chamberlain told Parliament 
on Monday that this was also the view 
of the British Government. 

The idea of either government 
taking the lead is being dis- 
couraged. 

U.S. Senator Pittman declared on 
Monday that the calling of a dis- 
armament conference would “indicate 
weakness,” while on the same day Mr. 
Chamberlain turned down the idea of 
a mission to prepare the ground. 


If the ‘initictive is not taken| Details of Labour 


‘xuickly there will be a swift in- 
crease in the speed of the arms race. 

Already Japan's refusal to furnish 
Britain, France, and the U.S.A. with 


information on naval armaments has|has been drafted by the propagan- 
dists who have been going around 
Fleet Streef and conferring with lead- 
ing politicians. 


led to the assumption that conversa- 
tions between the three Powers will 
begin almost immediately and that 
restriction on naval building will end. 


AIR BOMBING 


The question of abolishing air 
bombing has become the subject of 
speculation since Mr. Eden’s revelation 
that the Government had ordered 


national agreement. 

German press comment has_been 
unfavourable, while Baron Tomii, 
Counsellor at the Japanese Embassy in 
London, pointed out last week that in 
1923 Japan's proposal 


France. “ J ae 
On Monday the Premier said Britain 
would be prepared, if an international 
agreement became possible, to prohibit 
the use of bombing planes for “police” 
purposes in British territory. 
This is at least an advance from the 


position taken up by Lord London- TIGHT 
derry (then Air Minister) in 1932, | DISCIPLINE 


when, as he boasted three years later, 


e 
had the utmost difficulty, amid the public | manual 


outcry, in preserving the use of the bomb- 

ing aeroplane even on the frontiers of the 

Middle East and India. 

But international agreement awaits 
a guarantee which will not be forth- 
coming until agreement is found pos- 
sible—a vicious circle that can only be 
broken by one nation showing its good 
faith and determination to go forward. 

Pacifists are suggesting that 
Britain could do this by announcing 
its intention to stop work on air 


raid “precautions” at once — by 
agreement if possible, but doing so 

, even agreement cannot. be 
reached. 


labour camps on nazi lines can be in- 
troduced to take between 300,000 and 
400,000 young men a year. 


the) parts and trained in camps in the 
undertaking of preparatory work as aj country during the summer. 
first step toward securing an inter-| months’ training per man is suggested 
for the present. Longer periods would 
involve winter conditions with per- 
manent and more costly quarters. 


to abolish| and allowed to undergo the period of 
bombing was held up by Britain andjservice between the ages of eighteen 
and 25. 


open-air camps, preferably with tents, 
and attached to farms or afforestation 
Wi 


nominal sum of pay. 


PLOT TO GAIN 
SUPPORT 


Propaganda Comes into the Open 


Special to PEACE NEWS 


HE revelations in PEACE NEWS about the conscription plot 
have had a salutary effect upon democratic opinion. Liberal 
and labour leaders in particular have awakened to the danger. 

When Mr. Attlee, leade~of the Parliamentary Labour Party, was 
approached by a leading member of the Army League for Home 
and Empire Defence, he told him emphatically that it could expect 
no cooperation from the Labour Party. 

We learn that Sir Archibald Sinclair and the liberal leaders were equally 
decisive in their comments. 

Sir Archibald attacked the entire proposals at great length at Cambridge. 
Sir Percy Harris set down a question in the House of Commons asking 
point-blank if the Government were behind the Army League and its 
conscription plan. The Premier, of course, denied this. 

We may expect this weekend a belated comment by labour leaders. 

These developments have somewhat dashed the early hopes of the League's 
backstairs propagandists since the Government does not want a stand-up fight 
on the floor of the House of Commons on the principle of compulsion. 

The League is urging, all the same, that with the rapid growth of 
pacifism in the country every week of delay will make its task 
more difficult. 

It has therefore come into the open with its propaganda. 


Camps Scheme 


T is now possible to give details 
of the conscription scheme that 


It is estimated that a scheme of 


They would be divided into two 


Three 


The young men would be registered 


The training would take place in 


ork. MR. C. R. ATTLEE, 


Leader of the Labour Party 
in Parliament. 


It would consist of physical drill, ae: poy, on be regarded as 
work, sports with a tight ee - eae Boos Steps would be 
discipline, simple rations, and a en to see that well-to-do conscripts 


would not receive money from their 
parents which would permit them to 
have the liberty of outside meals and 
pleasures. 
An important part of the entire 
plan would be lectures on the 


Has it? 


N The Observer a fortnight ago 
Sir Edward Grigg, MP, wrote 


of the “national service” Empire, national service, govern- 
scheme : — ment and, of course, on the need 
But the confident condemnation for maintaining the “National” 


which used to greet every proposal of 


Government in particular. 
the kind has faded into the past. 


Debates and discussions would be 
promised. 


What is your answer? 
Efforts would be made to bring the 


Conscription WATS# MaARcH 5 


_| the need for discipline. 


Details of the bigger and 


PAGE 5 


Send your order at once to 17 Feather- 
stone Buildings, London, W.C.1 


(Telephone: Holborn 8627) 


New subscription rates 


(due to increased postage) : — 


Quarter ...... 3s. 3d. 
Half-year 6s. 6d. 
Yar a... eee 12s. 6d. 


needs of the fighting Services before 
the conscripts and they would be 
encouraged, in approved cases, to join 
the navy, the army, and the air force. 

Particular attention would be paid to 
the question of camp discipline. 

It is argued that conscripts who 
proved difficult to handle and who 
protested or interfered with the scheme 
of lectures and work would be 
adequately dealt with by the others— 
in other words that a suitable form of 
“moral pressure,” whatever that may 
involve, would be sufficient for most 
cases, 

In other cases, there would be 
certain punishments and, in the last 
resort, reference to civil courts. 

It is obvious, from these detafils, 
that what is proposed is nothing 
more nor less than a kind of 
compulsory detention on Borsta) 
lines for the men called up. 


ESPECIALLY FOR 
UNEMPLOYED 


Everything would be done to appeal 
to comradeship, playing the game, and 


There are already some interesting 
experiments in this kind of camp run 
on voluntary lines, but the compulsory 
principle would actually transform 
them into virtual prison camps for 
young men. 

The scheme would especially 
apply to the young unemployed. 
In the experience of Public Assist- 

ance Committees, who now send 
recalcitrant unemployed to tabour 
institutions, such a plan would be faced 
with the gravest difficulties over dis- 
cipline. At present there is the greatest 
reluctance among young men to go to 
the institutions, even for three months, 
and the institutions themselves are 
notorious hives of revolt. 


PRESS 
PROPAGANDA 


So far as public propaganda has 
gone, the principal spokesman so far 
has been Sir Edward Grigg, in The 
Observer. 

A more blundering kind of propa- 
ganda, however, has been started by 
certain newspapers belonging to Allied 
Newspapers, of which Lord Iliffe, a 
member of the Council of the Army 
League for Home and Empire 
Defence, is one of the chiefs. 

In the Daily Sketch there has been 
an article praising the nazi labour 


camps written by Mr. Valentine 
Williams, a journalist who was partly 
educated in Germany and who, in the 

‘ past, has been a leading writer_in the 
Daily Mail. 

In the Sunday Graphic has appeared 
“Will Conscription Come?” from the 
pen of Mr. Beverley Baxter, a 
Canadian who for many years was 
Lord Beaverbrook’s right-hand man in 
running the Daily Express. 

Mr. Baxter’s article made it 
clear that the conscription he 
wrote about was military service 
and preparation for it. 

Wisely used, it would “ease unem- 
ployment,” he said, and added : — 

Undoubtedly a number would so like the 
open-air life that they would join the air 
force, the navy, or the army. Good luck 
to them! ... 

The remainder would return to civil life 
disciplined. . . . If war came they would be 
organized into regular units for national 
defence. 

Mr. Robert Boothby, MP, the man 
who first spoke publicly in favour of 
the scheme, and wanted military train- 
ing finked with it, has been trying to 
defend his position in The Times. 

In a letter published on Tuesday he 
was at pains to show that for the 
purpose in view the voluntary camps 
suggested by other correspondents 
would be inadequate. “The amount 
of military training given would neces- 
sarily depend on the circumstances of 
the time,” he added. 


SECRET LABOUR 
CONFERENCE 


Undoubtedly the key people, so far 
as the democratic forces of the country 
are concerned, are the trade union 
leaders. 

It is now an open secret that 
they persuaded the Labour Party 
leaders to accept rearmament at 
a secret conference that was held 
Over 2 year ago at the Manor 
Honse, a big mansion at the back 

e of Shanklin in the Isle of Wight. 


When they met there during a weck- 
end, the T.U.C. chiefs revealed certain 
, information given them from govern- 
. ment sources to the effect that Ger- 
} Many was the enemy and resolved 
that it was good public policy and a 
sound anti-fascist move to support 
rearmament. 

The quid pro quo for the union 
leaders from the government side has 
never been revealed, but it is believed 
to be certain reassurances regarding 
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Action that Can End Drift to War 


WANT to thank readers for 0" his “diligence and skill” and 

: : promised that the Government would 
some very stimulating letters, study the report with the closest atten- 
and for some helpful com- tion, he was merely repeating the 


ments, questions, and information process by which he helped to kill the 


which, by the way, betoken an Disarmament Conference. 
interest that is most encouraging. But one had a right to expect 
j : a more hearty reception of the 
Two of these letters mention a point report by the Labour Party than 
which has also been raised at my has occurred so far. The coolness 
meetings this week, and which I should of that reception is conclusive 
like to deal with at once. It is this: proof of my contention that the 
Would the Van Zeeland pro- Labour Party is determining its 
posals do more than assist capi- foreign policy more by its fear of 
talism to tide over a difficult fascism than by its socialist and 
period—only to run into new international principles, for it 
difficulties afterward? would appear to be opposed to 

My short answer is that the Van 


any policy which would improve 
Zeeland proposals cut so deeply into the lot of the fascist Powers. 
the “rights”—the roots, if you like—of 


In my view that is a mistaken policy 
capitalism, that no capitalist ‘have’ and may prove fatal. It condemns the 
government is likely to adopt them. fascist Powers to an economic condi- 
Only a government which seeks to tion wherein they will be compelled 
substitute alike in national as in inter- eventually to choose between war and 
national affairs cooperation for ex- revolution. Whereas were the Labour 
ploitation could conceivably apply Party to seize the magnificent oppor- 
them. tunity which the Van Zeeland Report 
provides, it might win over public 
opinion and even win a_ general 
election in favour of a courageous 
constructive policy which would estab- 
lish international relations on an 
entirely new basis, purify the atmos- 
phere and brighten the international 
horizon immediately. 


Incidentally, it would take away the 
occasion for the fascist dictators to 
seek to drag their peoples into war for 
the conquest of territory, the capture 
of monopoly markets, &c. Whereas so 
long as the Labour Party continues to 
deny its own principles, to denounce 
imperialism in its programme and to 
defend it in practice, so long will it be 
possible for the fascist dictators to 
dragoon their subjects into war for the 
capture of those monopolies which are 
so highly prized by their rivals. 


T regret the necessity for returning 
to this subject, but it is vital. The pre- 
sent situation throws upon the PPU 
the tremendous responsibility of re- 
vealing toa fear-ridden age the way of 
justice and peace. 


But that is no reason why the pro- 
posals should not be advocated. 
Indeed it is all the more reason why 
they should, since it is necessary to 
reveal the injustice which exists among 
the nations and how to remove it, and 
to expose those governments, parties, 
and social groups which are not pre- 
pared to spread justice, even when 
justice is the price of world peace. 


* 


WJOW I did not expect the 

Y “National” Government, 

which is first and foremost the pro- 

tector of the big vested interests, to 

do more than greet the Van Zeeland 

Report politely and then try to shelve 
it. 

When Sir John Simon, in a speech 

before the Leeds Chamber of Com- 

merce, congratulated M. Van Zeeland 


issue 


HE REV. HENRY CARTER 


(page six) is well known as the Italy’s Awaited Decision 


secretary of the Methodist Temperance 
and Social Welfare Department and as 
chairman of the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship. But he is known outside 
the bounds of his own denomination 
for his practical contributions to dis- 
cussions on world problems, and is a 
familiar figure at conventions, con- 
gresses, &c. He accompanied Mr. 
Lansbury on his latest peace mission 
to Central Europe. (He is, incident- 
ally, a Commander of the British 


MS labour, wages, and conditions. 
There was a great deal of talk at this 
and subsequent meetings about the 
urdemocratization of the army, but 
Bnothing of this nature has been 
attempted although labour speakers 
are urged to take this as a useful line 
at meetings and conferences. 


GOVERNMENT 
PRESSURE 


CRITICAL days lie immedi- 
ately ahead in Italy. Things 
are far from rosy there. 


The standard of living is falling and 
the armament race is making ever- 
increasing calls upon the nation’s 
finances, while the progress of three 
military adventures is making demands 
upon the future which even the proud 
and defiant Mussolini dare not ignore. 


The government side, on the other 
hand, has been constantly prodding the 
labour leaders to take their part in 
recruiting as a logical result of their 
decision. 

Private inquiries about this at the 

Trades Union Congress and _ the 
Labour Party gatherings last autumn 
made it clear that there was more than 
a marked disinclination on the part of 
labour members to stump the country 
in a recruiting campaign. 
'. So far the leaders have neatly 
excused themselves by pointing out 
that the navy and the air force could 
get all the recruits they required and 
that there must be something wrong 
with the army recruiting system that 
made it so unattractive. 

‘Recruiting, however, is no longer 
the acid test to which the Trade Union 
leaders are being put. It is the new 
conscription plan and, at the moment, 
itis not known what their real reaction 
will be. 

_ (Sir Thomas Inskip hints at compul- 
* sory ARP drill—page five.) 


Empire.) 


eight) will never be heard without 
bringing to mind his masterpiece, Love 
on the Dole. 
PEACE NEWS took the form of a 
short story specially written for our 
Christmas issue. 


don headquarters of the Fellowship of 


What will he do? No-one knows, 
and speculation is rife. 


Mussolini does not want Franco to 
lose in Spain after all, but if he is to 
win the cost will be heavy. 


Then the Abyssinians, after their 
“conquest,” are beginning to use the 
pacifist weapon of refusing to co- 
operate with their conquerors in order 
to provide them with the wealth they 
desire. The cost of overcoming this 
form of resistance is incalculable. Italy 
is credited with having 250,000 troops 
in Abyssinia, the cost of whose upkeep 
must be enormous. 


Then there are the large detachments 
of Italian troops in Libya, whose pur- 
pose is problematical. 


It will go hard with Mussolini 
to forego any of his pet plans, yet 
prudence alone would suggest 
that he give up his Spanish 


Walter Greenwood’s name (page 


His first contribution to 


Richard C. Wood (page eight), 
former assistant secretary at the Lon- 


Reconciliation, is now in charge of the 
FoR’s Manchester office. 

G. Norman Robbins (page eleven) 
is the author of Security by Dis- 
armament. 


A PEACEFUL & PRACTICAL WAY 
of LIVING 


Why not try the Vegetarian Way? 


FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
-The Vegeterian Society- 
57 Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


adventure. Refusal may prove 
fatal. At the same time, loss of 
prestige, even at home, might 
become the signal for a revolt 
which would end in his downfall. 


That is the worst of dictatorship: 
one can never know the real strength 
of one’s following. To say the least, 
Italy's future is precarious. 


Hitler's Conflict with the Right 


N the deposition of a large 

number of Reichswehr 
generals, German nazism enters on a 
new phase. This revolt of the Right 
against a régime which was generally 
keld to be for the protection of the 
Right, will have come as a shock to 
most people. It opens up a wide field 
for speculation. 


For the revolt is wider than the 
army. It extends to the big land- 
owners and the industrialists, whose 
power and authority are being 
rapidly undermined. 


The nazi triumph over the army is 
expected to be followed by the parti- 
tioning of the big estates and by a 
more complete totalitarian industrial 
policy. An important aspect of this 
development will be its effects upon 
capitalism and the Right in all other 
countries. 


Imperialism and India 


T was announced the other 
day that the King had decided 
to postpone his visit to India. 


On the same day the press reported 
that the President-elect of the Indian 
National Congress had stated that 
they were not fighting for the amend- 
ment of the India Act, but for its 
substitution by a constitution framed 


by the people of India. “Only when 
that demand is met can there be lasting 
peace between India and Great 
Britain.” 


Tuesday’s news of Congress Govern- 
ments’ resignations shows that we are 
a long way from “lasting peace.” 


Anti-Have Pact 


OMMENTING on British 

and American naval 

manceuvres in the Far East, the Ger- 

man newspaper Hamburger Fremden- 

blatt declared that these were intended 

to bring pressure upon Japan and 
added : — : 
The only possible explanation-isithat the ° 

Anglo-Saxon States feel obliged to carry 

out a policy of pure prestige in the form 

of propaganda against the so-called “‘dic- 
tatorships” and ‘“‘have-nots.”’ 

Here is proof from the fascists them- 
selves that their Anti-Comintern Pact - 
is nothing more or less than an anti- 
have pact. , 


The Flow of Events 


Tyo issues are uppermost in» 


U.S.A. at the moment, said 
The Times on Saturday. One was the 
question whether Congress would pass 
the Bill authorizing an increase in 
America’s armed strength, and the 
other was the implications of the pro- 
gramme of increased strength. If, 
added The Times, “pacifists and neut- 
ralists and _ isolationists” did not 
succeed in 
defeating or in seriously modifying the Bill 
as it now stands . . . then the United States 
will have its increased armament and the ~ 
flow of world-events will take care of the | 
implications. S 
And we all know to what implica- 
tions the flow of world events is + 
leading. : Bayt, 
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far 


Canvass of President's 


Y prove Congress Opponents 
, loss of 
+ might 
a revel | | POPULAR DEMAND FOR 
lownfall, PEACE 
atorship : 
strength Power in Government's Hands 
the least, 
From Our Own Correspondent 
Right } NEW YORK. 
a large HE nearly 200 U.S. Con- 
at ge gressmen who voted for the 
ers on a 
he Right Ludlow Referendum pro- 
enerall A} - , 
: of md posal— for a nation-wide vote 
shock to before declaring war — are now 
Jide field use 
being invited to support a resolu- 
than the tion proposing an amendment to 
‘ig land- : ae 
st hed the American Constitution to 
> being \make war illegal. 
r 
army is The Ludlow Referendum proposal 
1 parti- was only narrowly defeated last month 
id by a i as : : 
idustrial f after epuosiuen from President Roose 
of this velt. In its letter to the Congressmen 
ts upon E | who voted for the referendum, the 
I other \HBBY Women's Peace Union (which is affi- 
liated to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
" national), says opposition to a debate 
¢ other ; on this amendment was “undemocratic 
decided ; and extremely harmful.” 
eported AGAINST ALL WAR 
Indian [be Asking them to give attention to 
-d that N) Senate Joint Resolution 9, intended to 
amend-  / )\ make war illegal, it says: “This pro- 
for its posed amendment recognizes the 
framed '! fact that it is impossible to distin- 
y when } guish defensive from offensive war. 
lasting -) Further than that, it embodies our 
Great conviction that war for any purpose 
: WY is wrong. 
jovern- J : 
we are a “We believe the burden of proof is 
Ss TE on those who contend that war is ever 
a defence of life, of liberty, or of 
property.” 
British ; The resolution was introduced into 
naval S| the U.S. Senate by Senator Frazier last 
e Ger- i year, was read twice, and then referred 
»mden- to the Committee on the Judiciary. It 
tended declares that 
n and War for any purpose shall be illegal, 
Y and neither the United States nor any 
that the State, territory, association,.or person 
oO carry | subject to its jurisdiction shall prepare for, 
1¢ form declare, engage in, or carry on war or 
d *‘dic- }; other armed conflict, expedition, invasion, 
: or undertaking within or without the 
them- : United States, nor shall any funds be 
1 Pact / raised, appropriated, or expended for such 
1 anti- BUEpOSe- 
8) THE IMMEDIATE JOB 
' )) , Other moves to give expression to 
pe ’ the American people's desire for peace 
Ot \ have been made by the National 
t said" Council for the Prevention of War. 
as the ‘. ~—— 
d pass ")  _—s This body has been issuing “Imme- 
ise in R | diate Job” sheets explaining briefly the 
d the ) | steps that ought to be taken by 
e pro- i) ' America in foreign affairs, and sug- 
. If, HP | gesting to those interested action they 
neut- can take to arouse public opinion and 


not to let the government know their views. 
he Bill Demand has been concentrated on 
States urging the application of the USS. 
nd the | Neutrality Law. It is pointed out 
Gh. that the free hand in foreign 
plica- affairs, demanded by the President 
and the State Department, means 


entrusting them with the power to 
i pec between peace or war. 


its is 
. y 
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"The United Sates desiner'y om 
the Incistul.on rf mer apotiched 


“The Kellogg Peace Treaty has been 
signed by the United States Govern- 
ment and 61 other world Powers,” said 
this official sign, which for several 
years stood in front of the post office 
at Houston, Texas. 


Perhaps it is significant that the sign 
is no longer there, for by the Kellogg 
Pact the American Government re- 
nounced war as an instrument of 
national policy. 


“BLACK NIGHT” IN 
BOMBAY 


To Perpetuate British 
Domination? 


6C'THAT black night was indeed a 
* black night for me,” said Mr. 
Gandhi of the recent black-out of 
Bombay. 
“Against what were the citizens of 
Bombay being trained to defend them- 
selves?” he asked. 


“They had to take no part in the 
active work. It was too technical for 
them to know, and | doubt if anybody 
who wanted to learn the technique 
would or could be allowed to learn it. 


“The citizens were merely to 
do the bidding of the defenders 
in order to save themselves. This 
is very much like living in per- 
petual fear of death in order to 
avoid death from an attack from 
above.” 


The editor of Harijan, Mr. Gandhi’s 
weekly, suggests that this is “an in- 
sidious invasion in itself.” Is it not, 
he asks, “‘a subtle device to perpetuate 
the British domination?” 


CORRESPONDENTS ABROAD 


Iris Topham, of 45 Leicester Road, 
London, E.11, writes that “existing 
societies for making European contacts 
[as suggested by E. S. Tew in his 


“Plan for Peace’—PEACE NEWS, 
January 8] include: — The Interna- 
tional Friendship League (English 


section: 13 Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.1), and the League for Cultivating 
Friendships Abroad (Dr. Floerke, 
B.P.A., Berolinahaus, Alexanderplatz, 
Berlin, C.25). 


* * * * 


Groups of the Peace Pledge Union 
who wish to make contact with French 
pacifist organizations or individuals 
should, it is suggested, write to R. 
Harvey, 5! Talbot Road, London, W.2, 
or to Mme. Madeleine Bouilloux, chez 
Mme. Guieysse, Group d'Etudes Inter- 
nationales, 166 Boulevard Montpar- 
nasse, Paris, 14e, France, who will be 
pleased to put them in touch with suit- 
able people. 
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SMOVE TO MAKE WAR ILLEGAL IN UNITED STATES 


THE PEOPLE HAVE NO HATRED 
—PROOF FROM CHINA & JAPAN 


LETTER, speaking of the time when the war between Japan 
and China will be over and the Christians of both countries 
able to work together to heal wounds caused by the clash, 


has been sent by the National Christian Council of Japan to a similar 


organization in China. 


At its annual meeting in Tokyo the 
former body recalled the visit to China 
made by some of its members last 
spring, and the letter thanked the 
Chinese for their kindness then. 


But, it continued, “since that time 
hostilities have broken out between 
our two nations and brought on the 
present calamity. We grieve with a 
grief so deep that we find it impossible 
to give it full expression. 


“Especially so since we had looked 
forward to a visit of representatives 
from your esteemed organization, 
which would have greatly enlivened 
our gathering and contributed much 
toward promoting friendly relations 
between our two peoples.” 


Similar sentiments were ex- 
pressed by Chinese students who, 
although they were not able to be 
represented in Tokyo, declared that 
they had no hatred for the people 
of Japan. 


This is not the only evidence that, 
whatever may be said about the 
Japanese people by some newspapers, 


the ferment of progressive ideas is at 
work in that country. 


From Tokyo the founder and editor 
of World Federation, who describes 
himself as a “Servant of Mankind,” 
still publishes his periodical. The 
January issue carries messages from 
readers in Japan itself and also in 
China, California, and the Philippine 
Islands. 


Some idea of the ideas propagated 
by this journal may be gained from 
the fact that the editor comments that 
“we should work so to alter the social 
system that every locality becomes 
self-governing and mills are not 
worked to make profit but to clothe 
mankind.” 


THIRTY NATIONS’ EXPERIENCE 


The fact that “in not one of the 
nearly thirty countries which have 
abolished the death penalty has the 
step been followed by any tendency 
for murder to increase’ was pointed 
out in a letter published in the Man- 
chester Guardian last wetk from the 
secretary of the National Council for 
the Abolition of the Death Penalty. 


FEBRUARY 


FILL DYKE 


BLACK OR WHITE 


February is known as the month of r . 


or 


snow, a time when the dykes are refilled. 4h 


water. 


This act of nature is of great value 


to the country for without it the supply of 


water in the summer would be scarce. 


The 


St. Pancras Building Society has also something 


of value to offer. 
yields interest at 


FREE OF INCOME 


An investment in the Society 


FOUR PER-CENT P.A. 


TAX while the capital 


invested is easily withdrawable in case of need 


without loss or depreciation. 


A prospectus will be gladly sent you en receipt of a postcard 


E. W. Bales, Managing Director. 
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By MAX PLOWMAN 
6C'°THE practical problem is more 
2 difficult—how to call a halt to a 
war in which the Fascists are Fascists.” 


More volunteers wanted for Bir- 
mingham poster parade, 3 p.m., 
March 5. Meet at 42 Carrs Lane. 

All who would be willing te put up 
delegates to annual general meeting 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


TMAGINATION is the key 'to the 
* untapped sources of the spirit. We 
can only arouse the latent desire for 


By THEO WILLS 


HE boys of Basque House have 
caught the marbles. As with 
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“yw \. have had for a nod only a few yeare 


attitudes of my dining companions 
under such circumstances. They who 
now know so well that the total re- 
pudiation of dictators simply must 
come about before we can say any- 
thing but “Boo” to Germany, would 
be among the most implacable up- 
holders of the dictatorship. 

* * * 


If we deal cruelly, harshly or incon- 
siderately with anyone, and time goes 
on, so that they come to believe that 
cruelty, harshness or want of con- 
sideration are to be expected from us, 
what happens? Antagonism becomes 
fixed. They come to regulate their 
lives on the assumption that our 
attitude will remain unchanged unless 
they can force us to change it. They 
will find it expedient to shift for them- 
selves and not wait upon our pity or 
Jook to our good nature. In fact, if 
they happen to be less happily circum- 
stanced than ourselves, the qualities we 
betray in our dealings with them will 
be intensified in them, and for our 
indifference they will return contempt, 
for our harshness they will offer 
enmity, and for any cruelty they have 
suffered at our hands there will be 
worse cruelty begotten. This also is 
human nature. 

* * * 

So there may come a time when you 
will almost have to take your life in 
your hand if you want at last to extend 
it to one whose friendship you might 


The suggestion that an ambulance 
class should be formed for PPU 
members was keenly debated at the 
Leeds monthly meeting. After a long 
discussion the following conclusions 
were drawn :— 

1. That it is for the individual to decide 
whether he will work to alleviate the suffer- 
ings of his friends; 

2. That the individual must at all times 
obcy his own conscience; and 

3. That, whatever the pacifist may do in 
tegard to this matier, his whole aim must 
be to relieve suffering “humanity on every 
possible occasion, and not merely to save 
life so that as soon as a soldier is well agair™ 
the Government sends him back to fight. 


previously. And that is the tragedy of 
letting occasions of reconciliation pass 
because you think that, in justice, your 
old enemy may as well pay the full 
price of his past offences and “that'll 
larn *im.” He pays it all right; but in 
the end he brings the receipted bill, 
with interest charges, to your door. 
Of course, you repudiate them: it is 
nothing to do with you now. But if 
you happen to be a Pacifist you will 
look that bill over very carefully, and 
if you happen to find on the original 
account any overcharge, or that you 
have profited in any way through his 
misfortunes, or come into doubtful 
possession of something that was 
undoubtedly his, you will deal justly 
with him, even if he comes with all the 
armies of hell and threatens to batter 
you out of existence if you don't. 


es 


facing up to the fact that the day of 
imperialism has gone by, and that 
unless we were prepared to make great 
sacrifices over the question of colonies 
there was no possibility of preventing 
another war. 


At 6.30 the conference was held at 
which 30 members of the PPU from 
all parts of East Kent decided to form 
a committee to cover the work of all 
groups already in existence and those 
about to be formed in the area East of 
the Medway, taking in Eastbourne 
and the South-East coast. By close 
cooperation with the West Kent region 
operating from Bexley Heath, which 
already comprises twenty groups, it 
was felt that the work of 30 or 40 
groups in Kent could be welded 
together and would form a very strong 
block of pacifist opinion. Tonbridge 
Wells was represented at the confer- 
ence, but it was decided that in future 
this group, under Roy Castleton, 
should aim at cooperating with Ton- 
bridge and East Grinstead to cover 
a very wide area, at present rather 
isolated. 


It has been suggested that a pilgrim- 
age should be made by members of 
the Peace Pledge Union to Canter- 
bury during the Easter holidays. One 
party of as many who care to join it 
would walk from a point twenty-five 
miles away and should be joined on 
the Monday by as many as could 
come by rail and road, when a great 


And tonight, most encouraging dis- 
covery, a boy was found in his bed- 
room starting on his own initiative to 
read an English book ,with a sixpenny 
Woolworth’s dictionary, and writing 
out a vocabulary for himself as he 
went along. Nor are clas es the final 
word. At least one new industry is 
springing up. This is jam-jar painting. 
The extra size empty jam jars which 
come from the kitchen make very 
handsome decorative features when 
our artists have finished with them. 


The boys continue to make fixtures 
with local teams, for which they have 
their own Spanish nick-names, and the 
girls would like to play hockey but 
have no sticks. If anyone has any to 
spare they would be glad of them. 

The children continue to give their 
now famous entertainments in one 
place and another. The other week 


they were invited by the Clacton | 


Branch of the PPU and gave a pro- 
gramme enriched with new items to a 
packed hall. Not the least memorable 
feature of the experience for the 


children was the cordial little speech - 
made to them by one of our hosts after ” 


the show. 


Last night again they were in Col- 
chester with three items of the reper- 
toire to help their friends of the 
Colchester Boys’ Brigade. 


pacifist demonstration would be held _ , 


to re-affirm Dr. Sheppard's pledge _ 
near to the spot where he lies buried. ” 


to me? 


Will all those interested please write is 


ie have 
s with 
ed each 
it was 
iterally, 
nis a 
d, per- 
ures of 
dwever, 
ss than 
: cards 
<,”” and 
a every 
may be 
‘jangles 
narbles 
a mys- 
“oceeds 


ive got 
! for it 
tones.” 
‘bones, 
itchen, 
1em to 
e con- 
special 
ry the 
comes 
: girls 
ner of 

The 
snatch 

faces 


a 
o 
we - 


February 19, 1938 


PEACE NEWS 


IS IT PEACE? |COMPULSION IF NOT ENOUGH VOLUNTEERS FOR 


The BBC’s “Way of Peace” Broadcasts 
By NIGEL SPOTTISWOODE 


THE policeman’s lot is not a happy 

one. And it’s going to be even 
worse if Wickham Steed gets his way, 
for he has decided to appoint the 
League of Nations as special constable 
with po yer to act throughout the 
world. Its duty will be to arrest any 
nation found breaking the law. But 
Mr. Wickham Steed is nothing if not 
thorough and has evidently realized 
that one of the policeman’s greatest 
difficulties is to find the criminal, so he 
that “all the peace-loving 
nations must join in withstanding and 


tells us 


if need be hunting down any nation 
which makes war.” 
aggressors, if you try and escape, the 


So mind out 


League will be on your tail; and 
remember the League's the policeman 
and you're the criminal, not the other 
way round as you think. 


It’s about time people stopped argu- 
ing 
policemen. The essence of law within 
a democratic society is that it is based 
on a common moral standard agreed 
to by the majority of citizens. The 
function of the police is to. apprehend 
suspected lawbreakers and bring them 


in analogies, especially about 


before a court, quite separate from the 
police, where their innocence or guilt 
is impartially established. If guilty, 
the court imposes a penalty to act asa 
deterrent against future crime. 


There are three conditions necessary 
for a lawful society. The laws must 
correspond to the general moral stan- 
dard of the people, there must be very 
few potential criminals, and the 
punishments must be in some way 
proportionate to the crimes. The 
moment a State attempts to impose a 
law which the people feel to be unjust, 
there will be widespread revolt; the law 
will be disobeyed and the public will 
not cooperate with the police in finding 
the criminal. Unjust laws can only be 
imposed by methods of secret police, 


military dictatorships, and other 
weapons of fotalitarianism. 


In the international field, there is no 
common agreement to an international 
Jaw. There are many nations which 
believe that the Covenant of the 
League was not formed for the mutual 
good of the world, but rather for the 
special advantage of the Allies. It does 
not matter whether they are right or 
wrong in the belief. The essential fact 
is that there are millions of people in 
the world who do not feel bound to act 
according to the law of the Covenant. 
Actually, there are probably more 
people ready to break the law than to 
Keep it, a fact which makes the police- 
man’s lot an extremely unhappy one. 


Those who wish forcibly to impose 
their will on millions of people who 
consider it unjust are, in fact, attempt- 
ing to establish a form of fascist 
dictatorship without even having the 
necessary force to do it. When the 


‘criminals are as well armed and as 


numerous as the police, the peaceful 
citizen is as likely to get shot by me 
> as by the other. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
CALENDAR 


20121 
27 


SIIGI17 118 
£2125|24125/26, 
SOS | 


9 
6 


I RENOUNCE WAR, AND I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION 


ANOTHER 


OU too must make a note of March 5 on your Dick Shep- 
pard calendar. For on that day PEACE NEWS wil! come 
to you in a bigger and better form. 


Not only will you get a third as much again for your money 
(16 pages), but the pages themselves will be bigger (184 inches by 
124 inches—for the benefit of London readers we may say this is the 
size of the Evening Standard.) (Subscription rates on next page.) 


Now, as to contents :— 


News will get more space, and will be right up to the minute; 
There will be a cartoon regularly—wartch for a special series by 


Arthur Wragg; 


Women readers will find articles of special interest to them. 
Book reviews by experts will be given more space, and will prove a 


sound guide for your reading; 


A humorist will contribute a column every week; and 
Another new feature will deal with people in the news. 
Many of the present features which have proved so popular will, of 


course, be continued. 


That, in brief, is what we are doing; you won't want to miss the 
new paper, so what you must do is to 

Make a special note of the date (you can get a Dick Sheppard 

calendar from the Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, 


W.1, for Is.); 


Place a regular order with your newsagent if you haven't already 


done so; and 


Tell all your friends the news. 


Pacifist groups can help to introduce the new paper to a wider public 
by organizing now an intensive street-selling campaign. 
DON’T FORGET MARCH 5—AND ORDER YOUR 
COPIES EARLY 


Peace Nelus in the News 


C'VERYBODY in Wimbledon 

knows by now that a large num- 
ber of people in the district wants 
to see PEACE NEWS in the local 
public library. This would seem to 
be the result of the constant demands 
for its inclusion made during the past 
few months. 

This culminated recently in a spate 
of letters from PRU members and 
their opponents to the local newspaper. 
The latter has commented editorially 


twice. At a council meeting the ques- 
tion was discussed for half an hour, 
but turned down by thirteen votes to 
seven—a further seven abstaining. 

A town’s meeting may be among 
future steps in the campaign. 

Meanwhile 
found its way into still more libraries. 
We have just heard it is displayed at 
Deptford (3), Glossop, and Ply. 
mouth (two libraries and two 


YMCAs), bringing the total up to 290. }o 


PEACE NEWS has’ 


A.R.P. 


Moves to Combat 
Threat of 


Militarization 


FURTHER hint of compulsory 
A training in air raid “precau- 

tions” was made by Sir 
Thomas Inskip last week when he 
said we must be quite sure that the 
population was ready to do by its 
own consent that which otherwise 
had compulsion as an alternative. 


He did not think compulsion was 
necessary, and hoped that volun- 
teers would be forthcoming. 


Alongside the increase of official 
activity to speed up the progress of 


“precautions,” effective work is going 


on to expose this hidden purpose of 
militarization. 


The two processes actually went on 
side by side at Hastings’ first large- 
scale air raid rehearsal. RAF planes 
were swooping over the bathing 
pool while members of the Peace 


Pledge Union held a poster parade 
outside the pool. 


It is significant that a local news- 
paper afterward published an attack 
on PPU activity, in which it was hinted 
that free speech should be denied to 
exponents of “pacifism run mad.” 


Colchester PPU members have 
pointed out that to issue a call for 
volunteers in case of war is to further 
the spirit of war-mindedness. “Our 


first duty is to work for peace,” they 
declare. 


With a view to more efficient action 
on this question it is suggested by 
Walter Griffith, of Wimbledon, that 
PPU groups should make themselves 
acquainted with local ARP plans. 
By buying every issue of published 
minutes of local council meetings, he 
writes, 


the recommendations of the committees for 
ARP, fire, &c., may be studied, official 
propaganda methods may be noted, and 
the appropriate group or regional 
counter-activities adequately worked out. 


TECHNICAL OBJECTIONS 


On the technical side criticism of 
official schemes continues. Members 
of the Cambridge Scientists’ Anti-War 
Group pointed out last week that high 
explosive was probably a greater war- 
time danger than gas, and that unless 
effective shelters were built those who 
supported the present schemes were 
“effectively perpetrating a tragic decep- 
tion on the people of this country.” 


This indierctly supports the 
view that the Government is 
using fear of gas as a means of 
regimenting the population. 


Latest news of “precautions” them- 
selves includes :— 


Announcement of scheme for Hornsey— 
the first for any part of London, 


Proposal to build large bomb and gas- 
Proof shelter below a prospective new 
church at Welling. 


Official announcement that “it would no 
doubt be necessary to give each house- 
holder some printed advice in simple terms” 
on ARP in the home. 


Present stock of completed civilian 
respirators is now 26,000,000. 

Central training college fon local ARP 
fficers to be formed. 


Jdeare Heirs 
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A REAL PRECAUTION 


HE view expressed in diplomatic circles in this 

country some weeks ago that, difficult as was the 
European situation from the British point of view, our 
difficulties in the Far East were much graver may be 
taken to hold good today. Behind such apparent 
details as Japan’s refusal to say whether she is build- 
ing warships of 35,000, 40,000, or 42,000 tons and 
such comparative incidents as the opening of the 
Singapore graving dock or—at home—the holding of 
meetings to consider boycotting Japan while a few 
stevedores here and there refuse to load Japanese 
goods—behind this facade there are growing the 
situation and the hatred out of which may well arise 
a first-class war. In Europe the political chess game 
is becoming nearly as desperate—and dangerous. 


But in the midst of it all Mr. Epen can tell the 
House of Commons, as he did recently, that the 
Government is making “a thorough survey” with a 
view to an international agreement to limit air war- 
fare. We can tell him the conclusion of his survey, if 
it is honest, now. It is the same as that of all arms 
limitation talks—and it is the justification of the policy 
of disarmament by example. It is that no nation will 
do anything of the kind (though all may be willing to) 
just because no nation will trust any other. Even 
agreements have to be put into effect by some one 
country first: simultaneous action is impossible. 


The remedy is for some one country to provide the 
necessary basis of trust. And in the matter of air 
bombing there is a very good way in which it can 
be done. 


Why should not this country prove the good 
will of its own proposal, provide the necessary 
atmosphere of trust for its success, and inci- 
dentally end what all must know to be an 
expensive farce, by holding up all further work 
and expenditure on air raid “precautions”? 


Such an action would imply trust in the word, 
which we seek, of other countries not to bomb our 
civilians. It would inspire a similar trust, and so 
make agreement possible. And the psychological 
effect of even so limited an agreement as that would 
be to put the nations into a frame of mind that would 
enable them to settle their bigger problems in an 
altogether new spirit. Thus the best way to make 
our anti-air raid efforts a real precaution is to abandon 
them forthwith. 


HE agenda of a new, inclusive world con- 
ference would be determined by its two 
dominant issues—peace and welfare. I 
submit six subjects of primary concern, as 


follows :— 
1. Changes in the League of Nations itself, 
including 


(a) the severance of its Covenant from the Treaty of | 


Versailles, er 
(b) the cancellation of the war-making responsibilities 
inherent in the Covenant. 


Severance of the Covenant from the Treaty 
would be a first step toward a peace-mentality. 
It would facilitate Germany’s re-entry into the 
League. As the Charter of the International 
Labour Organization is a part of the Versailles 
Treaty it would be needful to assure its con- 
tinued operation. 

Cancellation of the military requirements of 
the Covenant would direct League policy 
toward the removal of the causes of wars, 
instead of toward threats and acts of coercion. 
Such a step would certainly facilitate the 
cooperation of the United States. 

To the argument that it would be impossible 


for nations to adhere to a League on a basis of 
neutrality in time of war, I call attention to the 


fact that Switzerland was admitted to the 


League in 1920 on the explicit understanding, 
stated formally in a memorandum of the Swiss 
Federal Council, that “the neutrality of Switzer- 
land must be recognized in all wars, even in 
actions undertaken by the League on the basis 
of Article 16.” 


2. Development of methods to effect by 
peaceful means territorial and other changes in 
the relations between States. 


It is lamentable that provisions in the existing 
Covenant to deal with disputes before they 
reach fever-point have never been applied. 
Article 19 ought to have been invoked early in 
the Japan-Manchuria trouble. Or consider 
Section 2 of Article 11 :— 


It is also declared to be the friendly right of each 
member of the League to bring to the attention of the 
Assembly or of the Council any circumstances whatever 
affecting international relations which threaten to disturb 
international peace or the good understanding between 
nations upon which peace depends. 


If half the care had been given to these pro- 
visions which has been centred on sanctions, 
the present tensions which strain the world to 
breaking-point might have been eased and 
ended. 

3. Economic cooperation, to bring into a 
proper and fruitful relationship the world’s 
population and the world’s primary resources. 


A vast range of subjects would come under 
survey: the multiplied barriers to world trade 
through tariffs and other weapons of economic 
conflict; the instability of currencies; access to 
raw materials, and—of greater practical 
importance—ability to purchase raw materials, 
which depends in its turn on ability to sell; safe- 
guards against flooding the markets of the 
world with the products of sweated labour, and 
sO on. 


One cannot exaggerate the importance of a 
new beginning in world economic cooperation. 
Commercial war, which is what exists today, 
points inevitably to military war. Conversely. 
economic prosperity is one foundation of 
political peace and security. Half the world is 


Having advocated it on the platform for years, Mr. 
Carter here deals with the world conference in detail. 


half-starved, although the Creator has endowed 
the earth with resources to meet the needs of 
all. Mankind must find the way to correct this 
deadly error of distribution. 

4. Extension of a revised Mandates System to | 
colonial possessions which are neither self- 
governing nor definitely making ready for self- 
government. 

It is time that the working of the League 
Mandates system was overhauled, in view of 
the experience gained in the mandated areas. 
The principle of the Mandates system is—in 
the language of Article 22—that “the well-being 
and development . . . of peoples not yet able te 
stand by themselves under the strenuous con- 
ditions of the modern world” should “form a 
sacred trust of civilization.” The method is 
that of annual report by the Mandatory Power 
to the Mandates Commission of the League. 
The League acts, in effect, as an international 
trustee for the inhabitants of these territories. 

The method, suitably developed, should be 
applied to all those territories, held by imperial 
Powers, which are not advancing by definite 
and recognized stages to self-government. This 
would apply particularly to non-self-governing 
European possessions in Africa. 

Such a policy would counter the self-centred 
imperialism which is at all times a potentia’ 
cause of war. It would point toward the world 
commonwealth of free nations which should be 
recognized as the true goal in international 
affairs. 


5. World Disarmament. 


I refuse to give up the demand for disarma- 
ment. Unless the world disarms, war will 
shatter its life. 

The World Disarmament Conference was 
paralysed because the Great Powers were pur 
suing economically and politically policiet 
which could only be sustained by armaments. 
Because I believe that moral disarmament if 
the real foundation for material disarmament 
I have laid emphasis on the necessity for the 


severance of the Treaty of Versailles from the [if 


Covenant of the League, on economic cooperas 


tion, and on the replacement of imperialism by 


international supervision. E 


. 

Each step in disarmament is valuable. I ask 

however, for the frank recognition of the neec 
for a new international settlement as the true 
basis for general disarmament. 

6. A bold development of the League’. 

humanitarian and social activities. 

A few questions will indicate the subjects o 

chief concern under this head: 

_What provision should be made to deal with internationa 
disputes which are outside the province of the Court o 
International Justice? 

Has the International Labour Organization the hones 
backing of governments in its efforts to improve th 
conditions of labour? 

_ Does the International Health Organization require furthe — 
aid for its medica] and hygienic activities? 


How can other social activities of the League be ¥- 
sustained and extended? 
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me Jur Useless ARP 
a A LETTER in last week's issue of The Spectator, 
= ' headed “Protection from Air Attack” and signed 
A ML poy a resident in Barcelona, said : — 
. / On Sunday morning, without any warning whatsoever, a 
strongly-built five-storey house was blown completely to bits 
‘ by a heavy bomb; nothing is left except a gaping hole and a 
Hot of rubbish in Barcelona’s principal street. I do not know 
Wwhether the inhabitants had gas-proof rooms, but in any case 
Withey would not have had time to enter them, nor, if they had, 
would their fate have been different in any particular. 
Half a mile away was a home for refugee children; warned 
; aby the first explosions, they went into their bomb-proof shelter 
5, Mr. Pe) a few seconds before the house was hit by two bombs in rapid 
detail. ¢! Wisuccession. After three days of digging, 76 children’s bodies 
; Shave been recovered and twenty r4main to find. 
endowed | This is not unusual news from Spain, Yet any of 
seds of the precautions recommended by our own authorities 
neeas ° | Awould have been useless. 
rrect this 7 
i yThe Arms International—U.S. Branch 
iystem to ALES by American munitions makers to Germany and 
her self- Japan increased in 1937 compared with 1936, but together 
amounted to less than half the sales to China. Senator Nye 
for self- says it is likely that Japan used material bought in the United 
States to bomb the U.S. gunboat Panay.—The Arbitrator, 
February, 1938. 
League 
view of rom Britain, Too 
rd areas. | HE President of the Board of Trade stated in the 
m is—in } House last week that 
: during the three months ended January 31, arms, ammunition, 
ell-being aval and military stores value £36,313,000 were exported. 
t able te } During the same period two licences were issued for the 
export of war material to Japan. 
Ous COM, What this means is shown vividly by the following 
“form a “\words of a correspondent : — 
thod is ie «lt means, speaking bluntly, that thousands of British work- 
etnhOGag men are instrumental in the death and destruction of the Far 
y Power ‘Eastern conflict, and that a few people are enjoying good 
dividends from the ghastly business. It’s not fascism versus 
League. icommunism so much as humanity. versus unbridled (and yet 
“national Jlicensed) greed. 
ea \No Check on Greed 
10uld be ; ; 
imperial A T present, if the workmen won't stop tt, no-one 
E , else will. Not only did the Government not take 
definite any action to fulfil the suggestion of the Royal Com- 
at. This * * \imission that 
H measures be taken to restrict the profits of armament firms to 
over i f a reasonable scale of remuneration, designed not only to pre- 
iivent excessive profits, but to satisfy the public that they do so, 
f-centred but it refused the well-known offer of Ransomes and 
7 Rapier in 1936 to make shells on a no-profit basis. 
potentia. { The following figures, showing published profits of 
he world ‘fla few firms in the arms and aircraft industries, show 
hould be ‘Hithe result of this attitude :— 
national ©.” 1935 1936 
| £ £ 
Vickers Ltd. .. ..  .. 928,105 1,162,610 
Cammell, Laird and Co. 96,738 171,653 
Baldwins Ltd... .. .. 512,246 630,440 
disarma. i John Brown and Co. 574.000 714,000 
r will ; Bristol Aeroplane Co. .. 302,225 388,40 
a Fairey Aviation Co. .. 60,176 248,178 
x Hawker Siddeley Aircraft ig Es 
6 Armstrong Siddcley 62 (92 
nce al Dorman Long and Co... 617,710 698,455 
rere pub English Steel .. $22,218 722,452 
lici \ Hadfields Ltd. 116,694 219,423 
PO Tube Investments .. 620,730 825,090 
iaments. ; 
iment if “Cause for Satisfaction” 
mament RUF ACTURERS make no secret of the fact 
‘for the VW that the rearmament programme means more 
‘rom the 7 ij profits. The chairman of the De Havilland Aircraft 
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BIPARS FOR THE 


PLATFORM 


Co. Ltd. announced a 10% dividend and 24% bonus 
in his address at the annual general meeting (February 
Later in his speech he said : — 

As shareholders you wil! all want to know my views on the 
company’s future prospects. Our immediate future gives cause 
‘or satisfaction as we have a good order baok and future 
inquiries are promising. The diversified interests of our com- 
pany in aviation generally constitute, in my opinion, a favour- 
ble factor, cven though we may not benefit to such a great 
xfent at the moment as some of those engaged solely on 
he military rearmament programme. . 

‘ 


‘ 


| 


» More Neutrals 


PPATHETIC instance of the lengths to which 
* modern, “all-in” war is leading us is contained in 
this extract from The Lancet: — 

Those who make war today intend to win at almost any 
sost and it is not surprising to find them more and more 
jined, for example, to torture and kill their prisoners when 
Wit suits them, and to bomb hospitals by way of routine. . . 
™ The plain fact is that the doctor serving a modern army in 
ea “any capacity is no more neutral than the munition-worker or 
the artilleryman. Since he is not neutral he will be bombed. 
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PEACE NEWS 


| A Weekly Commentary 


The 


Y personal belief is that it is only in the 
context of the total phenomenon of 
Christianity—the life, teaching, and death of 
Jesus and the history of the Christian Church— 
that I can see pacifism in proportion. Pacifism, 
as I have urged again and again, méans many 
things, according to our depth of apprehension 
of what is involved, objectively and sub- 
jectively, in an absolute refusal to participate in 
nodern war. Objectively, there may be innum- 
erable levels of understanding of the extent to 
which war is the logical and natural outcome of 
a competitive, industrial and mainly mechanical 
“civilization,” under which the effective human 
group is the organized nation, admitting no 
judgment but its own to determine its rights. 
I think a pacifist is an incomplete pacifist unless 
he understands that war is the logical and 
natural outcome of such a “civilization.” That 
does not mean that it is the inevitable conse- 
quence of such a “civilization” (as the Marxian 
Socialists maintain); but it does mean that the 
effort of such a “civilization” to avoid war, if 
it is to be successful, involves a revolutionary 
change in social, economic, and national 
organization. Whether such a revolutionary 
change can itself be peaceful is highly doubtful. 
But if it is not, then the effort to avoid war is 
self-defeating. International war is avoided by 
plunging into civil war; and nowadays civil war 
(as is demonstrated daily in Spain) returns to 
international war. 


The circle is grim and vicious: I should call 
it definitely diabolical. And it seems to me 
now self-evident that the only hope of breaking 
it is through the absolute refusal of the indivi- 
dual to participate in war. But if one reaches 
this conclusion, as I have done, from such 
desperate premisses, it appears to be a kind of 
day-dreaming to imagine that the pacifist 
solution, because it is self-evident, is easy. On 
the contrary, precisely because it is the only 
way, it is likely to be a pretty terrible one. 
Perhaps it is temperamental; perhaps it is the 
simple effect of my adult manhood having 
begun immediately before the last War, and my 
fully conscious life having coincided with such 
an unremitting holocaust of idealism as, I 
imagine, has been the experience of but few 
generations in history — but, whatever the 
cause may be, there is singularly little optimism 
left in my composition. I have not much of 
what many people call “faith.” I used, when I 
was a young man, to have bucketsful of it. It 
all had to go; and its going, which was gradual 
and partook of the nature of a long-drawn-out 
torture, was very grievous to me. 


What most people call faith, I call optimism 
—and I call it secular optimism: a belief that 
everything will come right in this world, nay 
more, in their own life-time. To my way of 
thinking such an expectation is altogether 
inordinate, and what I call “faith” can only 
begin to be when it has finally been shattered. 
Against such a background of experience and 
conviction, the realization that pacifism is the 
only way is inseparable from the realization 
that, so far as human calculation can take me, 


'|it is certainly bound to be the most difficult 


way of all. At this point it becomes clear to 
me that there is only one behaviour-pattern (to 


Preparation of the Pacifist 
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By J. Middleton Murry 


use the modern jargon) that is relevant to the 
pacifist realization: and that is the behaviour- 
pattern which stands as the central mystery of 
the Christian religion. No doubt we have all 
our own ways of interpreting the life and death 
of Jesus; but I hope I shall offend no-one by 
saying that it is evident to me that at one 
moment in his life Jesus was faced with the 
realization that there was an only way, and that 
it was to be the most difficult way of all. Those 
realizations were inseparable from one another. 
He took the only way. 


I will not attempt to describe what happened 
to the world as the result of that. I will simply. 
recall some words I wrote many years ago. 
They were to the effect that after that happen- 
ing, so far as the Christian message had 
penetrated the world, no solitary hero of 
humanity was ever alone again. Whenever an 
individual was faced with the simultaneous 
knowledge that here was the only way, and it 
must be the most terrible way, he knew he was 
not alone. And he knew more than that: he 
knew that the very fact that he was not alone 
was the assurance of victory—not, maybe, 
victory of the kind that he dreamed and 
desired: not the joyful triumph of love divine 
in a regenerated earth; but the assurance that 
love, which can accept the only way, springs 
forth anew out of death to eternal life. 


Now, grim though the outlook may be, we 
pacifists are at present removed by a whole 
great order of suffering from such an 
experience. Whether the moment will finally 
come to any one of us when, so far as the 
material world is concerned, he is alone—no 
one can say. It seems to us in England still a 
long way off. Much, very much, of our 
precious English tradition has to give way 
before a pacifist can be taken to solitary con- 
finement in a sinister prison and slowly beaten 
to death. But these things have happened in 
Christian Europe lately; and, for aught I know, 
they are happening now. They are not very 
far away. And those who remember vividly as 
I do the beating-up of innocent Germans in 
London at the outbreak of the last war, will not 
be too certain of the behavidur of Englishmen 
in a condition of panic and hysteria a thousand 
times worse than that. The yeneer of Christian 
civilization over Europe is worn pretty thin. 
We should not be too confident that it will last 
our time—even in England. 


Nevertheless, we pacifists have still a margin—in 
which we can understand and prepare. I think that 
this work of preparation, in the sense in which I have 
faintly described it, is by far the most important work 
we can do. It may be felt that Iam trying to persuade 
pacifists to my personal pattern. I know that is what 
it must look like. That appearance is inevitable. One 
can, in this matter of pacifism, speak only from one’s 
own experience; and the possibility-of misunderstand- 
ing shall not deter me from saying what I believe to 
be true: namely, that the deeper we strive to go in 
our understanding, the more resolutely we try to over- 
come optimism in ourselves, and the more patiently 
we try to prepare ourselves for what may come—the 
more certainly will jt be shown to us what we have 
to do. I think that much of the impatience to discuss, 
to plan, to decide upon methods of effective action, 
which I observe among pacifists—much, too, of that 
feeling of emptiness and inconsequence which over- 
comes them when they meet together—is due to the 
fact that their preparation has not yet gone deep 
enough. Jf the inward preparation is searching 
enough, I think the outward will not fail. f 
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Sir Philip Gibbs’s Improbable Hero 


GREAT ARGUMENT. Sir Philip : 
Gibbs. Hutchinson. ‘7s. 6d. 


Reviewed by 
WALTER GREENWOOD 


SIR Philip Gibbs’s publishers 
\f announce that they have sold 
30,000 copies of this book to the 
public within a week of publication. 
It be accounted 
financial unhappily 
literary qualities do not earn it this 


therefore must a 


success, its 


distinction. 


“Edward Jesson, idealist, labour 
f Member of Parliament, marked out 
'& for high office if ever his party formed 
: another government. . .” is the kind 
of hero who goes to the Houses of 
Parliament wearing one brown shoe 


and one black. 


Sir Philip Gibbs. 


Reviews in Brief 


SILENCE IS YELLOW! Florence 
E. Marshall. National W.C.T.U. 
Publishing House, Evanston, Il- 
inois, U.S.A. 50 cents. 


THE intriguing title of this book of 

anti-war verse, intended for 
American youth, is explained by the 
very first poem, of which the last few 
lines read :— 

I want to be more than a spincless 

“*sood fellow.” 
[ dare to speak out—because SILENCE 
IS YELLOW! 

There are parodies of such well- 
known songs as Kipling’s Boo/s, and 
The Star-spangled Banner, and the 
style of the contents should appeal 
to the readers to whom it is ad- 
dressed. 


Sir Philip Gibbs can have a million 
to one from me in any currency he 
likes if he knows of any labour MP 
sufficiently idealist to be guilty of such 
a solecism. 


Furthermore, if believers in the 

League of Nations and in disarma- 

ment are of the Jesson calibre, 

; which I know as a fact they are not, 

we need not look any farther for an 

explanation of the lack of success 
of those two propositions. 


In fairness to the author I must 
confess that I gave up reeding this 
book on page 56. And, in fairness 
to myself I must add that this is his 
fault and not mine. 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS: A 
MESSAGE TO EVERY HOUSE- 
HOLDER. Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
4s. per 1,000. 


A very effective leaflet showing the 
real purpose behind ARP, i.e. the pre- 
vention of panic so that the Govern- 
ment can carry on a war without 
being hindered by a _panic-stricken 
copulation. The only way to be safe 
from air attack is also indicated. 


The first lesson an author must 
learn is that he must hold his reader's 
bow attention and, in this very important 

} obligation, Sir Philip, in this instance, 
is an aggravating failure. 


WORLD PEACE 


A Paychologist and Philosopher shows how a know- 
ledge of God and Humanity is obtained from self- 
knowledge and gives the Christian key to peace. 
£100 will be paid ta any learned pundit who proves 
it to be untrue. Good Christian Imperialists de- 
nouncing Communists is a case of the kettle and the 
pot. Hogs wi | not appreciate the Idealism of Christ. 
The book shows that when men go against the 
Divine Will to gratify their self-love, they sin, act 


1 emails and oe ca ae ates and end] THE PEACE ARMY: AN EX- 
P wilfully remains in ignorance of this knowledge, or| PERIMENT IN POSITIVE AND 


keeps it from others, or aids and abets the sins of 
others he will not only sin but also not be in a posi- 
tion to turn over a n*w leaf. You won't do away 
with ain by making it respectable. When men with 


HEROIC PEACE. The Peace 
Army, 63 Meadway, London. 
N.W.11. 


A brief statement of the position 


Auilty consciences go up for judgment they will no 
longer be able to play the ostrich and will then know 
that they were not een and ot ela but animals 
and idolators. worshippers of themselves and the . 

monev-god. Cloth 3/3. Paper 2/2, past free, from of Peace Army members on certain 
"World Peace,” 111 Belgrave Road, London, §.W.1. points, and an explanation of its 


| basis, form the content of this leaflet. 


THE IMMEDIATE PLANS. Alice 
A. Bailey. English Unit of 
Service, 38 Broadwater Down, 
Tunbridge Wells. 


A reprint from the July, 1937, issue 
of The Beacon, dealing with the work 
of the New Group of World Servers. 


Casualties of Britain in Great 
War 2,661,811 


Road Casualties in Britain 
Since Great War 3,150,000 


' Help to Stop 
The War on the Roads 


The Friends’ Peace Literature Coin- 
mittee’s latest two-colour poster reads: 


BY JOINING DEMAND new world conference to 
f consider those economic and _ territorial 

, causes of present unrest. 
THE PEDESTRIANS REFUSE to accept the ghastly doc- 
ASSOCIATION trine that only massed force can bring 

peace. 

\ 3 Tador Street, London, E.C.4 It is publ'shed on behalf of the 
Northern Friends’ Peace Board, Spring 


Bank, Rawdon, near Leeds, and the 
Friends Peace Comittee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Minimum Annual Subscription 2/6 


PEACE NEWS 


Ourselves as a 
Critic Sees 
Us 


superiority is tolerable.” 

The last few chapters are a revela- 
tion of the author's standpoint; it in- 
cludes a complete denunciation of 
liberalism, socialism. free trade, and 
the League of Nations Union and con- 
cludes, without any attempt at ethical 
or intellectual justification: — 

A strong and united British Empire, 
maintaining peace within its own terri- 
tories and requiring [i.e. enforcing] peace 
of other lands is the only hope this 
world has of avoiding war. 


We recommend this book to paci- 
fists who are feeling a little doubtful 
of their position; it will strengthen 
them. To those who are strong it will 
provide a means of testing their argu- 
ments. 


February 19, 1938 


Education 


Call for Lessons in a 


Universal Language 


"THE Association of 


Education 
Committees has been asked by 


r 
CHRIST IS NO _ PACIFIST. | Jarrow Town Council to recommend : 
Dorothy Crisp. Boswell Pub-|'#* Government to introduce lessons /} a: 
ae in a universal language into ele- | P 
lishing Co. 3s. 6d. mentary schools. el 
Reviewed by The council’s resolution urged this Th: 
ee step in the cause of peace and under- I ; 
RICHA RD C. WOOD standing, and added that steps should Nc w 
7 ; : be taken with other nations to produce Wi ky 
\ JE are grateful for this book:|} textbooks in the universal language, — | or a, 
although many do not profess | including in particular the presentation / jo 
pacifism yet it is singularly rare for a] of history from the social, rather than Pe ot 
non-pacifist to be prepared to state his | from a nationalistic, point of view. Ot he 
case. Miss Crisp bases her view on}, \ al to 
the incident in the Temple, Christ's |%O GAS DRILL Y th ay 
invective toward the Pharisees, and Sunderland Education Committee / \ 3 
one or two quotations. ‘as decided that it is impracticable to / 
Pacifists may Jearn much about}¢arry out the official suggestion of th Ur 
ihemselvechere: evacuating children in the event of | t4 
“We offer no protest against wrong ar attack. . . 3 | | 
save a smile of anaemic piety,’’ we base The opinion _that gas drill and 4 It 
our case upon one or two doubtful texts} respirator practice was undesirable 4 
hich t I their f 1 hen] for children in peace time was also ’ nl Le 
which cannot have eir lace value when s : 
placed in relationship to the whole teach-| expressed by the committee, which ; { luc 
ing of Christ, we cry ‘peace’? when there} decided to take no action involving | 5. ) an 
is not peace, we look upon death as ajchildren’s participation until it be- | ct 
supreme evil, and, curiously enough] came absolutely necessary. , t rm he 
manage to be both anaemic poltroons —— , i | b an 
and bellicose fomenters of strife. mi cl 
If only Miss Crisp had been a litle} A BOOK A WEEK FOR |. A Mid 
more conversant with pacifism her YOUR PUBLIC r may 
ane could have been much more LIBRARY P : itor 
useful. ; A) ¢ 
Unfortunately, after destroying By PATRICK RICHARDS i { Md 
pacifism, more problems for the O Id t b f the ! Tr 
Christian are left to be solved than Oxford Group: Maver i bee I 
before. Christ said ‘Love your{7‘'°' ; ° 
enemies.” but is it correct to interpret lieve a ce four tye of loverat a 
“love” by the injunction to “cut out honesty. purity, and unselfishness, to § ‘ 
bitterness and hatred from your hearts be. pacifists. os) } yo 
ti = a i: ’| The pacifist chapter, “The World,” > the 
and then act in accordance with a in What is the Oxford Group? (by J we 
oe ON, 6 1a ¢ f 
puieahe SUS OCB ng s cominio rs “The Layman with a Notebook,” ” : 
sense?’ Am. Gs ae it 
Seeing that His little body of Oxford University Press, 2s. 6d.), \ ‘i 
men were to meet fierce oppo- makes it worth suggesting in every ; 
sition, Christ counselled them to|!i>rary, and indicates that among j; 
wear swords, says the author. If Oxford Groupists is a fruitful field as 3 
s : y i 2 " Mw Ss 
this ts correct why were they not | Yet pe ag by pa i ool 
used in the Acts? nd why was 4 ; e dist: 
the Christian Church uncom-| Readers will notice that often T be wvate 
promisingly pacifist for about two- shall suggest books which have per- s’ ' bet 
and-a-half centuries? haps only one chapter on pacifism. or: a hou: 
Christ's words of forgiveness on the|_ This is because I believe non-paci- were 
Cross, for Miss Crisp, are no universal | fists will often read such books and 0 “S time 
revelation of the nature of God, but|so absorb doses of pacifism, whereas | toc 
‘ust the kindly feelings of Christ} they will studiously avoid excellent Ww 
toward those individuals who drove in| books, such as An Introduction to jt | -head 
the nails. Pacifism, and The Faith called Paci- ; of th 
fism, simply because of their pointed — | : 
THE CROSS NOT itl petovin 
utles. } 
} 
MENTIONED al Ve It 
In fact there is no mention at all of ||“... at last the right bonk has been written” a | start 
the Cross. s easil) 
How can this be explained except THE HEART ‘ew with 
in terms of pacifism? The Prevention and Cure of Cardiac Conditions © . who 
p n. ‘ 
We searched for a trace of the By JAMES €, THOMSON re F So: 
author’s sense of the supreme value [Thoraons, 5s. Gd.] e- but « 
: ; A.S. Neill writes—".. .th imistic book i 
of human personality, but could not |} #55." read on any medical subject... 1 wiah E | their 
find it. We looked for some dis- could give-away a million gepies::/= aaa | As 
cussion on the grace of God, a free |) asthe right Book hasbeen written... the geeds | finest 
at i iti lied. Vad ’ 
Ea apy but sought oll | ete emi aerate ' accou 
ome sentences ring Strangely from |] sound Physiology. sound reasoning, sound psy- ' which 
the pen of a Christian: “A good, |] sheloty and tound instroction - - baa itesoats | ML task 
sound robust belief in one’s all-round || cal knowledge and experience.” 


. know 


From all Booksellers, or $s. 10d. by post from 
E.S.N.T..11 Drumsheugh Gardens. Edinburgh. § 


A. LESLIE’ JARRATT 
Motor Engineer 


Churchfield Ave., Finchley, WN. 12 


will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND CARS. 
SUPPLIED 
London Members phone 


HILLSIDE 2744 to arrange for 
collection 
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j How to Spread the Pacifist J 7° f hh P b m unmolested. The notice to the 
ing ae ew O t e ro le authorities will seek no punishment 
of the bullies. 
lage e i - zi If there are neutrals, their course of 
aoe 8. Canvassing with PEACE NEWS ee ete gente ee a Price clear. They should them- 
ked by ‘ "THE Peace Pledge Union in Hull pard’s Peace Pledge Union, J ‘ selves become victims and suffer rag- 
mmmend | has some ambitious and enthusi- and deeply interested in ging or worse from the bullies, and 
lessons [} astic members. But the sales of ‘ he. this they will do without irritation 
to ele- @ PEACE NEWS have been small and the technique of and training for or ill will against the bullies. What 
efforts at meetings to rouse interest] non-violent resistance in every Rpplice to the schoolroom applies 
ed ei. [ od <, futile. woman} form, Mr. Gordon Pearce, author elsewhere. 
under- i ell, one quiet couragous : ; 
should N¢ with a spirit and energy larger than of several books for boys, has written | WHAT TO REMEMBER 
sroduce Wi her frail little figure ordered five/to Mr. Gandhi's weekly paper, But these hypothetical cases are 
guage, je th dozen copies a week and tackled ae Harijan, on the question of the dangerous because mies Be- 
ntation = job single-handed. This lone plougher : . : yond a certain point a discussion on 
er than .. of a large and not particularly fertile correct BOR VOnN attitude in the es nldifiea becomneeaitrel ieee tanta 
view. 7 field roused my admiration and desire | of personal violence offered to one’s What has to be borne in mind 
~ to help. In case it is of assistance i friends. is that ahimsa is the law of lexg 
: th any fainthearts here is a fairly are i.e. voluntary suffering and sacri- 
amittee IY accurate picture of what you willcome}| Mr. Pearce is in chatee of ae fice of the highest type. 
able 0 th up against. ; 2 7 Scindia School at Gwalior, and gives —s Training for this has to begin from 
ent of ju i . the following example of the kind of (ta early childhood, in the home and the 
il a! i I E met a a et ie SMe RTA problem he has in mind : YP : “A tia ; abe Ane punon 
et eco” and windy ’ spirit of retali , e.g. 
sirable § i a rain, but we determined to try our If a schoolboy is cruelly bullied Ri nl weapons and arms at home, talks of 
1s Ss ; luck. We picked a street at random} by his fellows, what is the best thing ee aaa ard witnessing of quarrels and free 
ch | f¢ lu pick : : 8 Aven 
woe Lap | and took one side each. for him to do, and (what is more to of _ killing and being killed, rather fights, should be eliminated. The 
it Yhes Sci Thad five refusals, then a large, bluff.) the point) what is the right thing for than in a cowardly manner flee parents and teachers have got to be 
} mS) ri hearty man accepted. At the end of} his friends to do, if they area few from danger... For the latter in exemplars of forgiveness. 
L ) & an hour we were ee very cold Hp against a crowd? spite of his flight does commit 
)) &' we had sold eleven copies. e 
OR 


thought it was a good result. 


or rather we arranged to. 


‘S woman brought the papers each time. 
IT reluctantly went home. 
af ee 1 heard later that in just half of the 
1 chosen street, singlehanded, she had 
ove, : ‘ 
ss. to sold seventeen copies. With two 
= volunteers the following week I did 
” the other side of the same street and 
orld, 
? (by we sold 21. , 
ook,” Fired by this success, at a meet- 
6d.) ing of our propaganda committee I 
ee told the story of the three nights’ 
tke? | efforts. So impressed were they 
As. oan that three others volunteered. 
ue . With the kindly help of a motoring 
P *| sympathizer we were run out to a 
) district we thought might be culti- 
ten I { vated. We had four dozen copies 
| per- s’ 1 between us and in a little over an 
sm. * \ hour we had sold out, So thrilled 
-paci- * > were my helners—this was the first 
sand Q °)  time they had tried—that they agreed 
ereas 4 to come again. 
ellent fy, | We put the address of the group 
m 10 5t headquarters on three different pages 
Paci- ) of the paper. Next time we are going 
inted — 


to insert PPU leaflets. 


. . * ° 


It is really a fascinating game if you 
start out with the idea of noi being 
easily discouraged. Be as cheerful 
with the ones who refuse as with those 

| who buy. 

Sometimes you will be questioned 
1 but on the whole people make up 


i) 
| 
x | 
| 
| 


4 


their minds quickly. 

As I feel PEACE NEWS is our 
finest publicity medium, | trust this 
‘account may inspire those groups 
which have not tried to venture on the 


task of making our paper better 
known. 


Ciena} 
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HANDMADE BY 


Shetland Crofters 
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v 


: 
1 
/ 


‘ 
e 


Samples can be seen at 


11/530 MALDEN RD., CHEAM 
or phone ROYal 1782 


@PULLOVERS 14/11 to 30/- 


We met again the following week— 
Somehow 
we missed each other and, as the 


should his friends do? 


(the judgment mentioned in 


Indian court): 


* 


a‘imsa [inadequately rendered 


honour. 


The answer, according to Gandhiji 


be that, rather than submit to the 
wrong, the weak person should use 
what physical strength there is in him, 
even to the point of killing the wrong- 
doer. 

EXAMPLES 


This was pointed out by Gandhiji 
on more than one occasion during the 
first phase of the Satyagraha and the 
non-cooperation campaign: 


If one has not the courage [he 
said] I want him to cultivate the art 


Signposts... 


VICTORY BY WAR 


1856. Those governments which 
were victorious in the Crimean War 
~—the British, French, and Turkish— 


forced the Russian Government to 
agree 


(a) Not to keep a navy in the Black 
Sea ; 


(b) To recognize the independence of 
the Rumanian Provinces, and 


(c) To respect the integrity of the 
Turkish Empire (i.e. not to intervene on 
behalf of an injured Christian minority) 


And, when these boys grow up, 
if and when they are faced with a 
similar situation on a terrible scale, 
and one of them is about to be mur- 
dered or tortured to death by altack- 
ing soldiery or a violent mob, what 


The following is taken from the 
examination of this problem written 
by Mahadev Desai, Editor of Harijan 
this 
reply refers to a recent decision of an 


E are grateful for 

this further oppor- 
tunity to explain our meaning. The 
article “A Remarkable Judgment” was 
meant to cover one type *! case and 
one only, viz. where a weak person, 
assumed to be incapable of the highest 
in 
English as ‘“‘non-violence’] is face to 
face with brute strength bent on ruin- 
ing the person’s life, self-respect, or 


and every follower of ahimsa, should 


leads to 


Mr. Pearce knows, we assume, that 
very useful little book Training for 
Peace, by Mr. Richard Gregg. It will 
not be difficult for an active pacifist 
like him to devise a course of train- 


ing for peace for boys based on that 
book. 


But greater than these is organized 
manual work, both of the self-develop- 
ment type and of the sacrificial type, 
e.g. cooking, preparing things for 
cooking, washing dishes, and scrub- 
bing floors, carrying the water, water- 
ing plants, and communal spinning 
for self-development; and going out 
to Harijan quarters, helping Harijan 
They flee from the police. They boys to keep clean, sweeping lanes and 
would strike and even kill a police- streets, and any other manual work of 
man if they had no fear of the law, 2 helpful kind. 

They gain no merit of non-violence For, as Mr. Gregg rightly observes: 


but on the contrary incur the re- Free, regular, creative manual 

proach of cowardice and unmanli- work as a part of a programme of 

ness; they stand condemned before — ggcial and economic change tends 

government and man. to mollify or prevent bitterness and 

But as between equals the question anger which are repellent and waste- 
of the use of force for self-defence ful. .. We must work with people 
does not arise. Mr. Pearce takes not as well as for them. 
the case of a schoolboy being molested 
by his equals, but of one bullied by a 
crowd of his fellows. 


THE METHOD 


All boys are not capable of being 
bullied. But here there is the assump- 
tion that on the one hand there is a 
number of bullies and on the other 
there is a victim. 


The non-violent method is for 
the victim to avoid the bullies, 
or even the school, if, after due 
notice to the bullies and even the 
authorities, the victim is not left 


mental himsa. He flees because he 
has not the courage to be killed in 
the act of killing. 


And when in 1920 the v:llagers near 
Beitiah fled and allowed their granaries 
to be looted and their women 
molested, Gandhiji sternly rebuked 
them and accused them of cowardice, 
saying, 

The bravest man allows himself 
to be killed without killing. And 
he desists from killing or injuring, 
because he knows that it is wrong 
to injure. 


Not so the villagers of Camparan. 


Films 
Laughing at 
War 


By a Correspondent 


/ A Grand Illusion reminded me 
— irresistibly of the work of our own 
Charles Dickens. 


Like Dickens, it has set out to laugh 
evil out of existence. 


This time the evil is war. 


Into a German prison camp are 
brought all the incidents that can 
happen to prisoners in the enemy's 
country. We are given them all with 
inimitable French wit, and Gallic 
elegance of phrase; (the English com- 


mentary is the only poor thing in the 
whole film). 


Jean Gambin, Pierre Fresney, and 
Erich von Stroheim stand out above 


their fellows in a cast where”all are 
super-excellent. 


The outstanding impression one 
carries away is that man’s humanity to 
man does not arise within the indivi- 
dual, but is imposed from without; 
and the tremendous pity that, le devoir 


being le devoir, man should slay his 
brother. 


... from History 


MORE WAR 


1856-1878. The Russians, thwarted 
in the West, continued a career of 
conquest in the East. By 1868 the 
Caucasus and Turkestan were con- 
quered, bringing Russia to the bor- 
ders of Afghanistan. Vladivostock 
was founded in 1860. In 1871, the 
Russians declared their intention of 
again keeping a navy in the Black 
Sea. In 1876 there was a horrible 
massacre of Bulgarian Christians by 
the Turks, and the Russians again 
invaded Turkey in 1878. S.D.U. 
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Latest Time for Copy MONDAY Morning 


BOOKS 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION Lib- 
rary: This is to remind you that there 
is a library of pacifist books at P.P.U. 
Headquarters. Catalogue and borrow- 
ing conditions on application to the 
Librarian, Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, London, W.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


RESPECT FOR THE _ INDIVI- 
DUAL is the guiding motive of educa- 
tion at Sherwood School, Burgh Heath 
Road, Epsom. Junior House, 3—9 
years. Senior House, 9—I8 years. 
Vacancies for two boarders. 


WE BUILD for Peace—May we 
send a prospectus: —Felcourt School, 
East Grinstead, Sussex. 


FOR SALE 


SIXTEENTH CENTURY OAK- 
TIMBERED FARMHOUSE - and 
Barn: suitable small Guest House. 
£2,000.—Jameson, Micklepage Farm, 
Nuthurst, Horsham, Sussex, 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 
, ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c., from 
3 to 100 guineas. Battley Brothers 
Ltd., Printers and Publishers, The 
Queensgate Press, Clapham Park, 
S.W.4. 


MEETINGS 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIA- 
TION (London Union). A Fellowship 
Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, led by Rev. Alan Balding, 
is being held the third Monday in 
each month, from 6 to 7 p.m, at 
165 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 


BIRMINGHAM PACIFISTS' social. 
Shakespeare Rooms, Edmund Street. 
February 26 (Saturday), 7—11. Music, 
games, dancing; old friendships re- 
newed; tickets Is. (includes refresh- 
ments). Arranged by No More War 
Movement.—Write to Sydney Con- 
beer, 113 Summerfield Crescent, Bir- 
mingham, 16. 


PEACE PROBLEMS STUDY 
GROUP will meet on Wednesday, 
February 23, at 8.15 pm. at 129 
Gloucester Terrace, W.2 (near Lan- 
caster Gate Station). Palestine Even- 
ing. Free. 


PEACE STICKERS 
USE PEACE STICKERS on your 


correspondence. Is. per 100 post free. 
—F. Boor, Friendleigh, Disley, 
Cheshire. 


COPY FOR 
Classified Advertisements 
should reach 


17 Featherstone Buildings 
London, W.C.1 


, NOT LATER THAN 
first post on MONDAY 


PERSONAL 
INFORMATION REQUIRED con- 
cerning suitable locality for pacifist 
refugee lady to earn livelihood, giving 
private German and French tuition. — 
Box 69, PEACE NEWS, 17 Feather- 
stone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


LADY (25), pacifist, intellectual in- 
terests, living uncongenial district N.E. 
Lancashire, wishes correspond with 
gentleman similarly placed.—Box 68. 


PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, W.C.1. 
POLITICAL 


PACIFISTS who want a separate 
party but feel unable to join Christian 
Pacifist Party as full or associate 
members write, enclosing stamped 
envelope, to Box 60, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


ADAPTABLE YOUNG MAN. 
aged 24, seeks permanent progressive 
situation in accounts of any descrip- 
tion, having had nearly eight years’ 
experience in insurance accounts and 
having passed intermediate examina- 
tion of Corporation of Accountants.— 
Box 64, PEACE NEWS, 17 Feather- 
stone Buildings, W.C.1. 


PROGRESSIVE POSITION _ re- 
quired for young man, aged 23. Nearly 
cight years’ wide experience in the City 
in insurance accounts and general sec- 
retarial duties. Qualifications include 
intermediate accountancy certificate 
together with many commercial certi- 
ficates, including shorthand.—Box 65, 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 
THE SOUTH LONDON TYPE- 
WRITING BUREAU (Mabel L 


Eyles), 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill 
\.E.24. Telephone Brixton 2863. -Du 
alicating, typewriting, private .short- 


hand lessons, speed practice, &c 
Prices on application. 
TYPING FOR “PEACE.”  Jean’s 


Typing and Duplicating Office are 
waiting for any jobs you may have— 
large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
‘ow charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309 
7 Broad Street Station, Liverpoo! 
Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 
CHARMING small guest house. 
Two, three guests. Temporary or per- 
manent. — “Heatherbrae,” 99 Little 
Common Road, Bexhill-on-Sea. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS.—Vegetarian 
Food Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft 
For happy holiday or restful recupera- 
tion. Increased accommodation. Cen- 
tral heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.) 


DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The 
Misses Philpott, Country Guest House, 
The Borough, Downton, Wiltshire. A 
roomy house on the banks of the river 
Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
Terms moderate. 


Please send names and addresses of anyone who might be interested 
to receive specimen copies of PEACE NEWS to the publishing office, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


or, 


* 22> 
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19 (Sat.) WESTMINSTER; 2.30 p.m. 


February 19, 1938 


on “Embassies of Peace’; PPU. 


The Library, Central Hall; con-|24 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 


ference of teachers and others 
interested on “The schools and 
air raid ‘precautions’ "; Prof. J. R. 
Marrack; Teachers’ Advisory 
Committee of London Federation 
of Peace Councils. 
NOTTINGHAM; 3.30 p.m. 
Friends’ Mecting House, Friar 
Lane; Midlands Area Committee; 
PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 5 p.m. Friends 


House, Euston Road; annual 
general meeting of Medical Peace 
Campaign. 


HARROGATE; 8 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House; lantern lecture; 
M. Jean Inebnit on “Practical In- 
ternational Cooperation”; PPU. 
HARROW; 8 p.m. Baptist Church 
Hall, College Road; Miss Welling- 
ton Koo on “China"; Maurice 
Browne on “The Arts and Peace”’; 
Harrow Peace Week. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. 
Spiritualist Church, Westborough 
Road; Rev. R. Sorensen, J. 
Collen-Smith, and John Barclay; 
PPU. 


*UXBRIDGE; 8 p.m. Central 
Hall; open-air meeting; PPU 
speakers. 


WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. 
Southend N.S. Church, Hildaville 
Drive; C. S. Collen-Smith and 
Rev. Reginald Sorenson; World 
Service Group. 

SEDBERGH (Yorkshire); 8 p.m. 
Wesleyan Schoolroom; John S. 
Boyne on “Peace and Action”; 
PPU. 


20 (Sun.) LONDON, W.C.1; 4.15 p.m. 


St. George’s Church, Hart Street; 
prayers, tea, and discussion. 
HIGHBURY Corner; 5.45 p.m. 
meet for march to Hornsey Road 
Methodist Church; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 6.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Woburn Square; 
Students’ Service; Mr. Shoran 
Singha on “The East Looks at the 
West.” 

CROUCH HILL; 8.30 p.m. Lec- 
ture Hall, Holly Park Methodist 
Church; Miss E. Hunter on “The 
Present Position in India”; FoR. 

21 (Mon.) LONGRIDGE, Preston; 
7.30 p.m. Council School; Rev. 
R. H. Morgan and Rev. W. H. 
Haigh (chairman); PPU. 
GATLEY; 8 p.m. Congregational 
Church Schoolroom, Old Hall 
Road; debate on “Pacifism or Re- 
armament?”; PPU. 

22 (Tues.) KIDDERMINSTER; 7.30 
p.m. New Church Schoolroom, 
Station Hill; John Barclay; PPU. 
YORK; 7.30 p.m. Large Co- 
operative Hall, Railway Street; 
film show of Kameradschaft; 
PPU. 

BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Cen- 
tral Hall, Corporation Street; 
Wilfred Wellock (chairman), Miss 
Mary Gamble, Rev. P. L. F. Chat- 
terton, and Henry Whittaker; 


PPU. 
HOUNSLOW; 8 p.m. Alexander 
Road Schools; reorganization 
meeting; Roy Walker, PPU. 
LONDON, W.14; 8 p.m. 147 
Hammersmith Road; Nigel Spot- 
tiswoqde; West London _ Inter- 
national French League. 
SHEFFIELD; 8 p.m. Central 
Library Lecture Hall; Bertrand 
Russell on “The Way to Peace”; 
PPU. 

23 (Wed.) NAILSWORTH; 7.45 p.m. 


Friends’ Meeting House; Rev. 
Walter Bone on “Peace and 
Politics”; PPU. 


THREE BRIDGES, Sussex; 8 
p.m. Montefiore Institute; Miss 
Mary Gamble, John Barclay, 
Thomas Southall and David 
Edwards (chairman); PPU. : 
WALLINGTON; 8 p.m. Public 
Hall; Canon C. E. Raven, Fred 
Messer, Miss E. Thorneycroft, and 
Paul Winterton (chairman); PPU. 
KINGSWAY; 8 p.m. Wild Court; 
open-air meeting; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. , 
ROMFORD; 8 p.m. Carlisle Insti- 
tute, South Street; Percy Bartlett 


p.m. 13 Paternoster’ Row; Roy 
Walker on “Pacifism and the In- 
dividual”; City PPU group. 

WESTMINSTER; 1.20 p.m. 
Christ Church, Victoria Street; 
Rev. Henry Carter on “Construc- 
tive Peacemaking”; Council of 
Christian Pacifist Groups. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 
Paternoster Row; continuation of 
discussion on non-violence; City 


PPU group. 
BIDEFORD; 7.30 p.m. Town 
Hall: Dr. Herbert Gray, Nigel 


Spottiswoode, Miss Mary Gamble, 


and Rev. Robuck (chairman); 
PPU. 
RICHMOND; 7.30 p.m. Co- 


operative Hall; Mrs. Plowman on 
“Women and the PPU”; Women's 
Cooperative Guild. 

HIGHGATE; 8 p.m. Archway 
Central Hall; Lord Arnold, Capt. 
Philip Mumford, Rev. D. R. Mace 
and others; PPU. 

COLINDALE; 8 p.m. The Hyde 
Congregational Church; film show 
of Kameradschaft and three 
shorts: PPU. 

READING; 8 p.m. Friends’ Insti- 
tute, Church Street; Karlin Capper 
Johnson on “Palestine and Man- 
dates”; PPU. 


24 and 25 (Thurs. and Fri.) NORTH 


DEVON Rally; PPU. 


25 (Fri.) BARNSTAPLE; 7.30 p.m. 


Albert Hall; Wilfred Wellock, 
Miss Mary Gamble, Nigel Spottis- 
woode, and Rev. E. MacNeal 
(chairman); PPU. 

SOUTH MOLTON; 7.30 p.m. 
New Assembly Rooms; Wilfred 
Wellock, Miss Mary Gamble, 
Nigel Spottiswoode, Rev. G h 
Huckett (chairman): PP®¥, 
GOLDERS GREEN; 8 p.m. Wes- 
sex Gardens School, Brent; film 
show of Kameradschaft and three 
shorts; PPU. 

UPMINSTER; 8 p.m. Old Boys’ 
School, Station Road; first group 
meeting; PPU and FoR. 
WESTMINSTER; 8.15 p.m. Cax- 
ton Hall; Dr. Har Dayal on 
“Gandhi's Philosophy of Life”; 
Modern Culture Institute. 

26 (Sat.) ENFIELD; 3.15 p.m. St. 

Mark's Church, St. Mark's Road, 
Bush Hill Park; afternoon of re- 
treat; conductor, Father Andrew, 
FoR. 
SHEFFIELD; 3.15 p.m. Educa- 
tional Settlement, Upperthorpe; 
inaugural meeting of council; 
South Yorkshire and North-East 
Derbyshire Regional Area; PPU. 
HANLEY; 3 and 6.30 p.m. New 
Council Chamber, Town Hall; 
one day school; Dr. Alex. Wood; 
PPU. 


SHREWSBURY; 7.30 p.m, Uni- ; 


tarian Church, High Street; 
debate; PPU. , 
FINCHLEY; 8 p.m. Granville 
Hall; film show of Kameradschaft 
and three shorts; PPU. 
SOUTH WOODFORD; 8 p.m. 
Congregational Church 
George Lane; H. Runham 
Brown; performance of The Pen 
is Mightier . .. by Walthamstow 
Dramatic Group. 

27 (Sun.) GLASGOW; 11.15 a.m. 100 
West Regent Street; Dr. D. R. 

“The Problem of 


Saggar on ] 
North - West Frontier’; Study * 
Circte. 


WARRINGTON; 8 p.m. Bold 
Street Methodist Church; Miss 
Mary Gamble and Rev. Henry 
Carter; Christian Pacifist Group. 


Coming Shortly 


March 


5 (Sat.) NEWTON ABBOT; Devon 
Regional Conference; details from 


E. C. Maddox, 39 Manor Road, 


Newton Abbot. 


6 (Sun.) GRAVESEND; 3 p.m. Co- — 


operative Hall; Canon Stuart 


Morris, Miss E. Thorneycroft, and © 
Rev. H. H. Teacher; “The Chal- 


lenge of Pacifism”; PPU. 
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Communism 


cE was very interesting to note the 
opening paragraph of Headquarters’ 
Notes last week, and I heartily agree 
with Max Plowman. It is essential not 
only to study our own policy but also 


| those of others. 


Unfortunately most of us find our 

} . ve fully occupied and we do not do 
) all the studying we should. The alter- 
native is to be guided and advised by 


] those who have the time. 


4. 


m™ each according 


i 


6s There is the one obvious danger in 


this method, i.e., we may accept their 
judgment as final, which would be 
foolish. . It is because I believe this is 

/ a very common fault that I wish to 
query Max Plowman’s notes on com- 
munism and fascism, especially the 
former. 


The person who has never given 
communism much thought, and who 
reads Max Plowman's agotes, would, I 
» believe, dismiss communism as being 
| contrary to his beliefs ‘4s a pacifist. 


) This would be a very great mistake, 
as there is in communism the basic 
idea upon which all future plans and 
economics must be based. It is: “To 
each according to his need and from 
to his ability.” I 
wonder if we all realize that this is a 
fundamental of Christ’s teachings. 


It is here that I believe Max Plow- 
man has failed to make it clear that 
modern communism differs vastly 
from the pure communism as taught 
by Christ. . 


There is an author whom I recom- 
mend to all pacifists. He is Stanley 
Jones, and two of his latest books— 


”| Christ and Communism, and Christ 


ds 


| and Present World Issues—should be 
read and re-read. 

These books will, Iam certain, prove 
as interesting to our pacifist friends 
who do not recognize Christ as has 
Bertrand Russell in his book, Which 
Way to Peace? helped a lot of us to 
understand what had led others to 
pacifism. 


W, R. MARCHANT. 
y 35 Pinevale Crescent, Bournemouth. 


SELF-DEFENCE 


With great satisfaction I read in 
PEACE NEWS January 8 the article 
“Self-Defence.” The question raised 
in the article is most important for 
every pacifist, and one must have a 
clear understanding of it. 


Most pacifists belonging to different 
socialist groups think that one can 
deny war and at the same time protect 
their property by a police force. 


If we cannot live without police, 
then all our talk about abolishing war 
is nonsense. One cannot practise an 
active love to one’s neighbour if at the 
Same time he calls a policeman when 
his neighbour breaks into his house. 


One cannot stop war by reorganizing 

the League of Nations or calling an 
International Economic Conference, 
, because all these institutions are based 
® OM coercion. Wars will be abolished 
7} only when we ourselves change our 
lives and do not use the police force 
for self-defence against the burglar. . 


: V. V. TCHERTKAFF. 
| Moscow, 9. 
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ENDS and MEANS 


HE article of our friend Middleton 
Murry in PEACE NEWS of Feb- 
ruary 5 seems for once, to me, to lack 
to a considerable extent both clarity 
and reality. The article tends to treat 
pacifism as an isolation and assumes 
without any proof whatsoever that 
Christianity can never become an 
organization for the complete salvation 
of the world. 


Does Middleton Murry therefore 
believe that causes—political or social 
—are isolations, the relations of which 
to each other are nebulous and unde- 
fined; or does he think that if the 
world is in reality one—not merely in 
ideal or idea—then surely it is possible 
to conceive of an organization whose 
purpose is to work from that as the 
organic idea? 

Will Middleton Murry kindly tell us 
whether he favours an aitmost infinite 
number of unions similar to the PPU, 
whose absoluteness lies only in our in- 
dividual decisions, irrespective of 
causes and relationships? 

G. NORMAN ROBBINS. 
“St. Kenelms,”’ Silverlands Avenue, 
Bristnall Fields, Oldbury. 


In your issue of February 5, you 
have two interesting contradictory 
statements—one from the pen of Mr. 
Middleton Murry and the other quoted 
from Aldous Huxley in the article 
written by Mr. C. B. Freeman. The 
Aldous Huxley quotation says :— 
“That good ends cannot be achieved 
by bad or even inappropriate means.” 
Middleton Murry says that the man 
who says “I will never do evil that 


good may come” is one who either 
lacked humility or had little experience 
of life. 


I think that Mr. Murry’s statement, 
implying as it does that good is capable 
of emerging out of evil, is far the more 
balanced statement, although perhaps 
somewhat unfortunately put. But the 
confusion of evil with good has dis- 
mayed many an earnest thinker after 
truth, and to me it is incredible that a 
genius like Aldous Huxley does not see 
it. Winwoode Reade, the remarkable 
thinker of the last century, said : — 

At first every step in the human progress 
was won by conflict, and every invention 
resulted from calamity. The most odious 
vices were at one time useful to humanity, 
while war, tyranny and superstition assisted 
in the development of man. 


With regard to war we realize, when 
we stop to think about it, that at one 
time it assisted in the development of 
humanity, and was, in fact, one of the 
most potent forces in the onward 
march of progress. It took men out 
of the narrow limits of the Jand in 
which they dwelt and -opened up the 
ancient world. Female slaves were 
taken to relieve the wives of the con- 
querors from domestic drudgery so 
that the latter found time for leisure 
and personal adornment; they became 
refined and gentle, and men necessarily 
became the same in time, in an endea- 
vour to please them. The race was, in 
fact, elevated by means of murder and 
rapine. New lands were developed, 
trade inaugurated, refinement and 
culture introduced. 


But nowadays, what a different 
story! War has long ceased to be of 
assistance to man. Today, as Mr. 
Murry says, “the manifest evil of war 
far outweighs any possible good: that 


may emerge from it.” This is true, 
and I am a pacifist because of my 
knowledge of this fact, but I do not 
think we can convince people philo- 
sophically by categorically. stating 
what experience has proved, unfor- 
tunately, to be an utter fallacy— 
namely, that good can never emerge 
out of evil. 

MARJORIE HINDE. 
The Connaught Club, 


136 Elgin Avenue, W.9. 


I cannot see why Mr. Middleton 
Murry cannot accept the doctrine that 
violence begets violence and evil begets 
evil. The fact that a parent must 
resort to a spanking of a wilful child 
does not prove that the said violent 
action is necessarily evil. The means 
justifying the end makes this parti- 
cular sort of violence good for all 
concerned. 

After all we are all of us passionate 
and instinctive animals to some degree, 
and cannot always base our actions on 
previous rational calculations. It is 
true also that we are violent animals 
and a considerable part of the con- 
structive work of the world is per- 
formed by violent-natured people who 
are also very virile and kind-hearted. 


We live and preserve our life as long 
as we can against nature, or as some 
have it, with nature, by violence. It is 
not all violence that is evil, but only 
that particular form of violence that 
we pacifists object to, i.e., bloodthirsty 
and hateful violence between human 
beings in history and in contemporary 
life, which has been proved to be 
absolute in its destructive qualities. 
ae point a pacifist must have utter 

elief. 


If a child is violently spanked, it is 
with the good intention of making it 
realize its folly, not by bodily damage, 
but by physically making it smart, and 
so stimulate its brain to act, violently 
if necessary, in an opposite, more con- 
structive, and moral direction. 


This cannot be compared with war- 
fare. as the destruction and violence 
and so-called punishment of offensive 
enemies in warfare proves to be only 
bestial, and morally .and physically 
destructive, and therefore evil to both 
participants. 


Whether it flies in the face of Mr. 
Murry’s experience not to contra- 
dict that good son.cimmes comes of evil, 
T still think that Christ's adage stands; 
to wit, that we should “resist not evil, 
but overcome evil with good.” I 
should be glad to know (or I should 
say surprised to know) of any instance 
in history where good came of an evil 
action where it would not have been 
far better had the action not been com- 
mitted? As Mr. Murry admits, the 
one outweighs the other. 


He also contradicts his brother con- 
tributor on the opposite page when he 
‘ays he does not believe it always to 
have been true that the weapons of 
war are so terrible, that merely to use 
them involves a_ bestialization of 
humanity. 


C. B. Freeman shows us the eternal 
truism that the barbarity of war has 
always been the same since the begin- 
ning of mankind's history. 


I think the lesson to be learnt from 
all this is that the pacifist must 
work toward a psychological and 
material reconstruction in the world 
today, as opposed to the weaker side 
of man’s nature, which leans toward 
degradation and destruction periodic- 
ally. 

Like the artist, the pacifist must be, 
and is, a sensitive individual, and when 
he is not occupied earning a living is 
concerned only with seeing the beauti- 
ful in life and the propagation of it. 
On this point he must be absolute. 


W. S. KAY. 
High Street, Bramley, nr. Guildford. 


Religion 


S members of. the Peace Pledge 

Union, is not single hearted devo- 
tion to our great object the one thing 
needful for us? Peace-making is 
religion and religion must be lived, 
whether the members belong to 
religious denominations or not. 

The question of the religious pro- 
fession, or non-profession, of our 
members is not our business and 
should not be a matter of public dis- 
cussion. The creation of peace is of 
so religious a character that it cannot 
but strengthen the religious life of any 
member. 

We must remember that the institu- 
tional form of religion is not neces- 
sarily religion. But we all joined the 
PPU to work whole-heartedly for 
peace—not to find out whether our 
members were professing Christians or 
not. 

Whatever we think and believe, in 
working for peace we are doing the 
work and living the teaching of Jesus. 
What is needed is more definite work 
for peace. 

We are not (most of us) such earnest 
workers that we can also spare 
time for church membership propa- 
ganda among our members. We may 
indeed be grateful to one another and 
love one another because we are 
doing our best to save life and bring 
love into the world, and to end the 
death and hatred which destroy men, 


body and soul. 
ISABEL S. H. ASHBY. 
67 Stoneygate Road, Leicester. 


FOLLY AND SIN 


War, I assert, is not a product of 
human sinfulness;-it is a product of 
human foolishness, an avoidable acci- 
dent caused by faulty organization. 
Men do not go to war because they 
hate; they fight because they don’t 
know any other way of “solving” in- 
ternational problems. 

Do, please, let us realizygjhat this 
short-term policy of stopping war is 
the job of the Peace Pledge Union; the 
other task, the infinitely bigger one, the 
superhuman task of abolishing enmity 
and avarice, that is for the Christian 
churches to face. Of course, I know 
that most of us in the PPU are also in 
the churches, but that is no reason for 
confusing the functions of the two 
organizations. 

NORMAN CANNELL. 
Wingfield Road, Alfreton. 


IF A BURGLAR ... 


Q. What will you do, Mr. Pacifist, 
if a burglar breaks into your house? 

A. Well, Mr. Everyman, if you are 
postulating a fairly intelligent burglar 
pursuing his calling under normal con- 
ditions, I can really do nothing at all, 
so far as the burglar personally is con- 
cerned. The possibility is that I shall 
not be at home or, if I am, I shall be 
sound asleep. You see, Mr. Everyman, 
the burglar will arrange that, it’s all 
part of the service. 


“PLAIN VAN.” 
London, 
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Letters to the Editor should be as short as 
possible and written on one side of the paper 
only. Owing to the pressure on space we 
reserve the right to publish extracts from 
letters. 

Correspondents must send theis names 
and addresses, though not necessa ily for 
publication. 
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What is the pacifist attitude to 
events in Spain to-day? 

READ 

“SPAIN, A CHALLENGE TO 

PACIFISM” 
(Price 2d.) 
By H. RUNHAM BROWN 

Obtainable from: 

The War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middlesex 


The Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1 
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KING’S WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH 


Dube Street, Oxford Street, W.1 (opp. Selfridges) 
SUNDAYS. FEB. 20 & 27, Lla.m. & 7p.m. 
The Rev. C. PAUL GLIDDON 
will Preach a Series of 4 Sermons on 
‘* RECONCILIATION” 


PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 


By Our Lobby Correspondent 
James H. Hudson 


¥ WROTE in last week’s notes con- 
a cerning the importance to the paci- 
fist movement.of the publication of the 
Van Zeeland Report. 

The notes were perforce dispatched 
just prior to the meeting held in a 
Committee Room at the House of 
Commons under the auspices of the 
National Peace Council. The official 
speaker was most critical of the value 
of the “general plan” of the Report 
and seemed to prefer a rather nebulous 
scheme of limited free trade and un- 
limited right of foreign investment. 

td * La 

Any prospects for the usefulness of 
the Report had dwindled considerably 
when Mr. George Lansbury, from the 
chair, suggested that the Report at 
least came as a reminder to statesmen 
in all the leading countries of the 
fundamental character of their com- 
mon problem. This was nothing less 
than the poverty of the multitudes of 
their poor in a world which could be 
made to teem with plenty. 

How were we to tackle this, he 
asked. Ought we not at least to see 
whether the Van Zeeland Report could 
be made to stimulate statesmen into a 
beginning of a common world 
economic effort instead of dwelling 
forever on their eternal political 
divisions? 

* * x 

The discussion rather indicated that 
we could do nothing about it anyhow, 
and covered a long-range bombard- 
ment of fascism by the feft-wing war- 
spites and the beginnings of a green- 
shirt revolution. 

A sensible speech by Mr. Graham 
White hardly relieved a drab situation 
and Mr. Attlee, who had been adver- 
tized as taking a leading part in the 
discussion, left the meeting early with- 
out explanation or comment. Pacifists 
cannot afford many more lost oppor- 
tunities of this kind. 

Fortunately the matter is not to be 
allowed to rest there. The pacifist 
organizations have been meeting repre- 
sentatives of the Parliamentary Group 
with a view to the institution of a 
national campaign to support the Van 
Zeeland Report. 

Its author is himself expected to 
address shortly a meeting organ- 
ized at the House of Commons by 2 
group of MPs who are for the most 
part not necessarily pacifists. 

Mr. Arthur Henderson shows him- 
self particularly assiduous in pressing 
for anything which means economic 
appeasement and by the time. these 
notes appear the Parliamentary Pacifist 
Committee, which excludes. all but 
MPs and Peers from its meetings, will 
have met to hear Dr. Alfred Salter 
offer an opinion of the Report. I hear 
from him that some of his views are to 
appear on another page of PEACE 
NEWS next week. 

s mt s 

M. Van Zeeland had to consider a 
difficult world under the control of 
capitalist governments. There exists 
a little machinery for international 
economic arrangement though not 
much. 

The real problem at the present 
moment is to get the nations of the 
world together, at all, in the common 


consideration of their problems. This 
we cannot expect, if we are to insist 
that all should accept, as a first con- 
dition, those complete systems of 
peace and social justice at which 


we aim. 
2 * s 


Are not the following the sort of 
questions the pacifist should ask him- 
self if any sphere of usefulness is to be 
allotted to the Report or to other 
proposals? 

Does the Report tackle the conditions 
which actually confront and divide the 
mistrustful governments of a _ chaotic 
capitalist world? 

Does it, though falling short of ultimate 
solutions, enable them to get together to 
make common investigation of their 
problems? 

Does it show the nations how each may 
and must sacrifice in the interest of the 
general well-being? 

I believe it does all these things. I 
am therefore not to allow myself to 
be irritated by the low level of some 
of the solutions suggested. The author 
had to deal with a very low level in the 
policies of most of the governments to 
which his conclusions were addressed. 

- ” * 


The Editor, in response to many 
inquiries, asks me to enumerate the 
pacifists in Parliament. I will not pre- 
sume to make the list either inclusive 
or exclusive. 

What is called the “Parliamentary 
Pacifist Committee” consists of MPs 
and Peers who accept the simple 
doctrine of personal refusal to take 
part in war. No further condition is 
required of the members on such 
issues, for example, as foreign policy, 
armaments, &c. 

Mr. George Lansbury is chairman 
and Mr. C. H. Wilson (MP for Atter- 
cliffe, Sheffield) is convener. The Peers 
are Lords Ponsonby, Arnold, Sander- 
son, and Farringdon and the MPs who 
declare their adherence are: Dr. A. 
Salter (Bermondsey), Mr. H. G. 
McGhee (Penistone), Mr. Fred Messer 
(S. Tottenham), Rev. R. W. Sorensen 
(W. Leyton), Mrs. Agnes Hardie 
(Springburn, Glasgow), Rev. James 
Barr (Coatbridge), and Mr. T. E. 
Harvey (Combined Universities). 

This Parliamentary Committee meets 
to discuss what common pacifist 
approach may be made to the various 
parliamentary issues as they arise. It 
should not be confused with the wider 
“Parliamentary Pacifist Group,” con- 
sisting of some of the above and also 
of parliamentary candidates, ex MPs, 
and representatives of the national 
pacifist organizations. 

This latter body is responsible for 
the organization of the pacifist conven- 
tions and seeks to give direction and 
unity to the general political aspira- 
tions of the pacifist movement. 


LATE NEWS 


If you have difficulty 
in getting PEACE NEWS 
(or if your newsagent is 
unable to deliver it by 

Saturday morning) 
send a card at once to 
17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1 
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Peace Pledee Tinian 


Support for the 
Van Zeeland Report 


PUBLIC meeting in favour of the 
Van Zeeland Report will take 
place within the next five weeks. It 
is hoped to arrange a very representa- 
tive platform. 
The report has been described as the 
only alternative to rearmament which 
has yet appeared on the politica! 


horizon, and copies can be obtained 
from the Peace Pledge Union, 96 


———_Next Week 
Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, 

will write on the 
Van Zeeland Report. 


Meanwhile you can demand 
action on the lines of 
the report. 


Regent Street, London, W.1, price 10d. 
post free. The PPU expects to issue 
shortly a pamphlet and speakers’ notes 
on the report. 


FIRST GENERAL MEETING 


The first annual general meeting of 
the Peace Pledge Union will be held 
on April 2 and 3 in Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1 (oppo- 
site Euston Station). The meeting will 
be open to all members, but each 
group has been invited to send one 
delegate to represent it. 


The proposed PPU constitution will 
be discussed at the evening session on 
the Saturday. If it is approved the 
general meeting will have to elect a 
president, sponsors, treasurer, and 
twenty members of the council. 


ATTENDANCE DOUBLED 


_ An increase of one hundred percent 
in attendance was a pleasing feature 
of the follow-on meeting held at New- 
ton Abbot last week after the recent 
rally. New members were persuaded 
to take PEACE NEWS and many took 
pledge cards to consider signing. W. B. 
Curry addressed the meeting. 


GROUP FOR TIVERTON 


It was decided to form a group at 
Tiverton at a meeting held last Friday. 
Addresses were given by the Rev. 
W. J. F. Huxtable of Newton Abbot, 
and E. C. Maddox, the Devon area 
organizer. 


WISDOM 


ORDS of wisdom are to be found 

in unlikely places, as is shown by 
the following leading articles from the 
Daily Mirror: — 

Once t2gin war and who can say 
when it will end? We have not 
much faith in the proposed parleys 
in Spain. The moment for parleys 
is before war begins, in the under- 


Standing that war settles nothing and | 


can only bring ruin on both sides. 
(February 10.) 

Can nothing be done to stop the 
horror of indiscriminate bombing in 
Spain? 


brutes in the air; below, cries of 
agony; everywhere else, a helpless 
stare of impotence and dismay? 

While we wait for the grim future, 
while we know that this is now war, 
while we fumble with futile precau- 
tions... . 


en nothing be done? (February | y 


NO TIME TO LOSE 
Within a few days of circulars being 


issued concerning the Parliamentary |) 


Pacifist Group’s convention in Glas- 
gow on March 12, encouraging replies 
were arriving. 

The presence of Mr. Lansbu 
assures that the demand for tickets will 
be exceptionally large. Applications 
should be made immediately, for the 
caneeity of the convention hall, the 
MacLellan Galleries, is limited. Appli- 
cations are being attended to strictly in 
rotation. 

Inquiries should be sent to the 
organizing secretary of the convention, 
Mr. Andrew White, 3 Westbank 
Quadrant, Glasgow, W.2. 


WORLD ESSAY COMPETITION 


Particulars of an international essay 
competition on “Christ and World 
Friendship,” open to young people in 
this country, may be obtained from 
the British Christian Council for In- 
ternational Friendship, Life, and 
woos 1 Arundel Street, London, 


A PEACE MARCH 


The Islington Methodist Peace 
Fellowship has arranged a march 
tomorrow (Sunday) from Highbury 
Corner (5.45 p.m.) to a service in Horn- 
sey Road Methodist Church, at which 
the minister, the Rev. Alan Harding, 
will speak on peace and particularly 


against the present movement to boy- |} 


cott Japan. 


Prease Hanno Tuts To Your NEWSAGENT 


(Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly. 
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Note to Newsagent.—PEACE NEWS is published weekly as a 


national newspaper at the retail price of 2d. 


wholesaler at the usual rates from 
Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


It is obtainable by your 
the Publishers, at 17 Featherstone 
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Is there, then, no civiliza- | 
tion left? Nothing but these human 
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